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Al _ The Second and Third give an accom © 
of all the differen R eligions, that are 
#boſe Provinces, and their principal Opt- 


5 fth prove, That the I 
Tnited Provinces cannot be Jaid, to be ar | 


| Eftate of the Reformed Religion. 


F %" Fhe Sixth makes it appear, That though 
' "the Dutch. were the moi# Reformed 
A2 Chriſtians 


The Fourth and Fj 


between Them 
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"The Firſt 1 LETTER. 


Reverend Sir, | 
Hough I ove dee vow, and lok'd you 95 2 
moli- zealous man'in yetib 


ſhould oy ems ured y ry om your teak” would have 


ted you fo far, as to induce you, to pronqunce an 
Fan 95 againſt all thoſe of the Reformed' Religion, who 


now. Gets moſt Chriſtian King im the War, whercin he'is engag'd 


againti the Dazch. Mean time, - you! know; that you have.run-intg 
this ſtrange *Extremity; inthe Letter you were / pleas'd to 'write 
from Borne, of the 1 tb. 'of the laſt Moneth, which ye" came! not-to 
my hands till within cheſe two daies. You at the firſt daſh; tell 
me, it is a matter you cannot be ſufficiently aſtoniſhed at, That any 
Officer, who makes Profeifion of oxr Religion, whether he be Smifſe; 
or roo or of what. other Countrey ſocver, ſhould preſume to 

ainſt” our dear Bretbren in 'Obviſt,.. the Daych; and make it-their 
my to'deſirsy that” SanGiffd Republick, which bas alwaies been 
tbe —_ and Sanfluary of Res the Reformed Religion, _—_ - 
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Th Y Relive ite the - Durch. | 
which all Proteftiants are in the bi beſt manner gd. You euphads, 
we ought to have of our Salvation, we ſhould quiz owe Employments,.. 
and enter our Selves into the Service of dhe Dutch, ſo to e the Sim 


fight, follow ds advice of 


we bave committed in ſerving 235% them. You phoaB, to 


in Fine, That, if we 


yours, We arc Son CE S_ Viechesnen to borenier out of 


DETE - 


Ghof "to for yoar —_— 
Prudence of coſe among 
France any Forces, in io 


av 
- 
F 


Gatisti'd, to ſce chem employ'd, in attacking and maintaining. the Ci- 
 EEIEDA the Szates-General. _ 


I honls nagh d, equiped ſuch a Let. 
ter from che thin bo lp $ent L end 2me perſon. 
whoſeabilities iy him-not above the 0 / Rio of men. Bute 
I muſt acknowledge my (lf ſurpriz'd, as much as man can be fo, to ſee 
that you, Reverend Sir, who arc a Profeſſor of Divinity, and have the 
xputationEfbcibgioot of the maſk! experitnled. 'mpen, of 
is 11a anny be lore Talon -havld write me; a. Letter fng 
withickings very Strange nt 1 aug Maximes abſolutg! - 
confident with bound ns 1; and contrary even to the end 
ern. propesid'te. your (elf, whidh. is,, doybulels,, the preſervation - 

jon. of:our, Baform'd Relighnand: of the. by which 


| kw. xn -kkundertake to-make;: @ clear; julifigation: of che; truth. of 


thethings whidh | advance; avs to ley you feethe; Mibake you. lyc une 
der; and: with what injixtice you brave, fo flightly.pronounc'd.the Sen- 
tence of Condemnation,againſi all thaſe af the: Rifrrmes Religion,who. 
Grse the maii Chiliftian: door War which he isnow aged 
againk icy Datile. ry B16 SF £5 


.:Voibatendeit is-myi deſign, tarſhow you. fomamhar at, lows, oh 
whiat natuuc the Faligion: off the: Datth.'is,, nd, what ;ſauTiry is 10 be 
—_— tg! LEE and-chence. it will appearbow. highly. 


the 


—” 
aſi 


- 


OO _ 


_ the moſtreforw'dof all People, in their. Religion, as well as; m. their 


my YOON ST 3 


Cypacrne Arbiteator of all Afﬀairs:) andito thipk, that. Bt 


O17 mp Re APNMNnY vo 


Ss Proteſtants Be. ee? to with the Hr Ge of it And when 
that is done,l ſhall afterwards prove, That though the Hollanders wese 
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morality;z yet you would not haveany realopgo condemn either thaſe 
private Perſons of their Perſuaſion, who ſerve. againſt theam,3r-ye 
thoſe of your Centone, who have. TY the moſt (efien in 
with Forces, upon this occaſion, - 


I muſt acknowledge, That if we confi der the Dutch Confeſſion of 
Faith, and the_Cathechiſm they ue 3 it 'eannat be denyed, but- that 
they profeſs the ſame Religion, with that which is received at  Gent- 
a, and in your Preteſtant-Cantons. But in the mean time, this is to 
be noted, That though they make an external Profellion of the f 
Regie with yours,yet their Conduct wee do-evii 

ly .demonſimte,, that they make riot any of it, or chat;they 
believe it,not.at all, ; + To thac end, it is xcquifitethat I: make. a 
er enquiry into things, and ab, 5 ITY C 
covery,by what. by. what Means,tbis Religion; waseflas © 
bliſhed in the State, and the different Condud | which th Seater+Ges - - 
_ have oblery'd, i in reference thereto. 


* b: of opinn-in th in pie Thr here iot = 
wy Religlen 9145 peicker, the cauſe, nor pretence 
Alirbancs revol re peg fy ns ; 


vices, after 
ny years, zcfoly'd wha wo degn 
rarer oabgge Par (hams, 267 nit ts 2:49 Ol's | bad cads 200] 6 30721 
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The grenderd Lords: of the County, 2s tho Prince. of; Orgage, the 
Count.of ount Horne, were extreamly exaſperated; to 
Cr nnh ane Soone 4 Farveigner,. p-. rerlon. of v 


very 
obſcura Parentage,' had the management. of alt CO Was mm 


had nok anyiapthoriey imithe. pgs mar; They main 

mean tice Thatabefaid/ auch lang'd las on _ 
the ſcore of their merit, > mp Ta 78 ene that of the great * Eſtates "4 
they - were poſiels'd oh, wot thatiof the Services thiy had dane the 3 
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. -» Phe Eccleſiaſtical were moſi highly disguſted, es this ak 


count, That their Abbeys, their Priorics and their Benchces were to 
be aboliſhed; for-the Raiſing of a Revenue for the new-Biſhopricks, 
which had been erected; as alſo for that they had fet'over them cer- 
tein Perſons, who devour'd their annual: profits, and who cenſur'd 
their Condu&t, and their Manners. To which: they added another . 
grievance, That,according to the decifions of the moſt learned Laws- 
yers of the Country, it was an iwpicty, to convert the Goods of Ec- 
clefiaftical Perſons to any other Uſe;than that whereto they had been 
_— by the Wills of thoſe, who had made the donations of 
them,” | 


The Magiſtrates of Cities and Corporations made their Complaint, 
That they had deny'd audience to the States, who had defir'd a free 
Aﬀembly,'that there might be a common conſultation, about the re- 
medy, moſt likely to' promote the remedyingof their grievances;and 
that there -had been” new {and inſupportable impoſitions Kid: uporr - 
thern; nor only without the Conſent of the Eſtates, but alfo in fpight 

of their oppoſition, 9848 


The ordinary People loudly declar'd, That the King of Spain 
would have 4boliſh'd the ancient form of their Goverrimenr, to. the 
ſubverſisn'of their Tawes and Cuftomes , that he mighe thereby iritro- 
dijcea Tyratnical dominion; Hke'that'which he made Ufe of, for the 
Government of ſome Kingdemes of Spin, that of Naples, and the 
Tridies,' Ktiia'word, the Grandes, the Feeleftafticky, the Magiftracy,and 
the cormmon'fore'of Piople 3 Had alt 'a:particular occafion of diſcon- 
tent 3 but they had alſo one which was common'to'themrall;Above 
all things they had an extream horror for. the Inquiſition, which had 

been WfabHArd among then; .'out'of a Fair, thatunder pretence of 
Rel:gion! Core defign tight be carried on, againſt the Liberties and 
Eſtates of all.” Tt was for the ſame reaſon, that the Inhabitants of 
. the Kingdom. of Naples, and of the-Dutchy of Milan, wonld noten- 

dure the'eRibliſtiment of the 'D:quwiſition amon ks $-oany ar 
ther of thoſe/ two Countries ever had any” defigny”to'deſere the' do- 
Qrineatid' Worſhip of the Koman- Catholick Religion, © - i © | 


oh cal = 13 36143 . ' | bow woke 144 7 : my 
: Moſt part6F'tht Inhabicants of the Low-Countries-were, at the be- 
ginning, ſtrongly inclin'd to the profeſſion of the ancient Religion 3 
and yetthey could not endure, that any man ſhould be put to death, 
efT 2-8 upon 


L be 'Reaugion of the LDUtay, A 
upon the ſcore of any Religion whatſoever. And'though-that ernel- 
_ ty gave them not any occaſion of Fear for themſclves,yerdidithow-: 
ever.raiſe in them @ compaſſion for their fellow-Citizens. Howe're: 
A it were, whether out'of pity to others ; or by way of precaution for 
| them(ſclves, thoſe People, who were extremely jealous of their hberty, 
E -; and for the conſervation of their Lawes and Cuſtomes, which, at 
- beſt, are but Temporal things, contributory to the conveniencies of + 
the preſent life, could yer muctle(s endore to be depriv'd of the Spi- 


ritual things, which relate to the ſervice of God, and eternal Salva- 
tion. gn1 V3 Jew "I 


In the year 1565. . The greateſt Lords of the Country, and ſeveral 
| Gentlemen, conſiderable upon the ſcore of their extraQtion, of whom: 
- moſt were Catholicky, entred into an Alliance, for the preſervation of 
their municipal-Laws,-and for the abrogation of the fanguinary E- 

dicts which had-b&nv. made for the Eftabliſhment of the Taquiſition.: 
In/purſuance of this firſt Treaty of union, was'it, that they' preſented 
to Margaret, then Governeſs of the Low-Copuntries, that famous Pe- 
tion, *which occafion'd the firſt infurretions, and: which procur'd 
them: the denomination of Beggars, which was then given them, and 
" which they could not 'get:t long time: After ' the' Treaty of. 
Gant, all the Catholick, Provinces, ſave only that of Laxemburg, en- 
ter'd into an Alliance with thoſe which- were already confederated, 
ſor the ſecurity of their Lawes, their Privileges, and their Liberty. 
The Alliance:of Union,and Armes,which-they had contracted againtt: 
the Spaniards, was immediately publiſhid in Braſſels, and 'confirm'd 
by the ſolemn Oaths of the :Clergy, the Nobility, the- Gentry, 'the. 
People, and-of the Senate it (elf. | 719 3 19 


\ Inthe year 1578. the Eftates, as well of the-Romen-Catholick Re- 
ligion, as of the Reformed Perſuaſion, being aflembled at: the Hagwe, 
di&unanimouſly declare, That King Philip was deveſted of the Princi- 


_ pality ofthe\Low-Comntrier. 


Jn the year 1579. The Eſtates being afſembled-at Vtrechr, made a: 
new Union, from; which they took: thename of:the Vnited Provinces. 
And in the 132th Article of that Treaty, it is expreſlyorderid, That 
 every-man ſhall be allow'd the liberty of Religion, without any trou- 
- ble or- perſecution to.anyione, uponithat;occalion.' | 1 


All: 


=o. 


A 


all theſ: Treaties of es, dere, ao 25 well Coo | 
tholickgas Proteſionr,.had made together, for their mutual defence a- 


 gainlitlie Speniards; make it evidently-appear, That the: deligh of E- 


tiabliſhing anew, Religion was neither the: ground «rar 
of. Prince William himſelf, in-his Declaretions and — wa, wh 
alwaics.openly proteſi, as did alſo the. States in theirs, That they: ory 
not taken up arimes for Religion, and-that' the Provinces had not us. 
nited, in order to the.profeilion.of any one particular Religion. ' So! 
far was it: from this,: that it is: certain, all the. Treaties; :as that of 
Gant, and the Union of Uerecht, all the Declarations of the Arch-; 
Duke Matthizs, and of the Duke of Anjou, do loudly eſtabliſh the 
free Exexciſe of all Religions, and in expreſs terms, forbid the- Di- 
ſturbing, aod Palecuting of nay man upon that occaſion, rift 


Inte: mean cime, though they had not, at. the beginning, any 
reflection wh way. of; ———_ mative, for _—_— nc 
igion,yet could-they not forbear eliabliſhing it afterwards, 
—_ __ intereli of State... The Tnhabitantsof the Low-Concirrier: 
having then. io-a manner quite ſhaken off the yoke of Obedience" to 
the Rs that juncure of cime. feem'd wonderfully tic for the' 
ERabliſhment of new Reon {About thirty or forty:years before, 
men had ſcen. budding gut; afceth; inGermaiy, the opinions of Fobu 
Hur; itt Englaud, thoſe of Thickih, perur” atnag rea xv 
denſes. | All theſe different doQrines were much about the fame time 
ſpread -up and down amongft the Belgians. The Prince of | Orange 
having . got aut of Germeny. and Frayce, ſome 'of the Diſciples of . 
Eutber,and Calum, where ther s were alrcady effabliſh'd, 
order'd ther to Preach in the Low-Conntries, oy themeansof thoſe 


new Doctors, But he himſelf perfiſted in a publick profeſſion of the 


Roviai Religion, -arid was unwillin OS Principality of wear x 
to permit the-Exerciſe.of cieeefried ' which was other 

wile welt eftatlift'd in France. | But as | ke his an are at b 
great diftance, hz cither under-hand, or 

it moſt convenient, countenanc d, or conniv'd at 16 toy the Aſemblics 
which the People niade,: for:the; Exerciſe of ill the-New Retigions, 
which were of no-long Standing in the W __ By this mcans did: 
he makeaccount! to-gairr the AﬀcRticns: of the People, ard; at one 
time:or other, . tor make his/idvantage of thoſe diflerent' Re , 
tor the execution of. his great'Deſigos,. Heknewy that all-thoſe. new! 
Cn whom he protected in the Exerciſe of Religions, were ſo 
many 
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Bond ; and-as mianiy irreconcilc es to was 
the cruel |Perſecuto ofall thoſe upſtart Profeſſors of Religion. | 


In the mean time, Price iliew, wha aHthis while. ab 
c6nceal'd-his-Scencimenty ayery Convenient: oÞÞ- 
- portunicy,, to:lay: by: the-Renor-Cutholich perſuaſion, which he had 
will cher profeferd, and:toembrace that of the Proteftants,:' Hewas 
in Geary, athis Brothers, the:Count of: Naſſury,. dndhad ebb 
__ fred net of many of his Bldtieds ond fame Floats, 
- baniſt'd our of the Low-Canmrier, to try harp tan wr 
vour the deliverance of their Councry from the oppreifion wherein 
Iewas; andeo ſer ir at liberty. ' When therdforojhg.faw, tha 
'krmy hs ER EIN : 
it a' fit 'rime-to t | 
be: yol 4 by his Mas That he had: deferted: the: Roma 
Church, to follow « be igion. | Be had alfo in his Eye this 
confiderable_ ad vantage, That-by the Sctclement of a Religion dif- 
ferent from the Romany he rendered the reconcitiation: between: the 
Provinces and the King, of Spuin; more: difficalt, or 'tadeed \impot- 
Sble, - He had obſerv'd, that ſome:of the Carbulick, Provinces! had 
deviated from the: Alliance of Gaunt, and put themiclves under - 
the obedience: of Philip 3- andchie fa, that-th& Carhwlicks of the 
Confed rated Provinces.: wou'd: rather have 'enclin'd him: to- re- - 
aſſurne the yoke ofichcir ancient domination, . It: was hisFear; arid | 
with-yeaſory That when the:diffune ſhould-be only @bour. the Pri- 
vilepes, the Lawes, andthe: Cutioms,. and irva: word, things of a 
temporal Concern, King; Philip" coming to fatisfie his Subjects, or 
the Subjects to; recede: froms their: Rights." for the obtaining of a 
Peace, it would be no hard! matter. to {ce thoſe-peoploxeconcil'd to 
their Prince). Whereas, - 0n:theiother [fide ; havi age cry the 
confederated Provinces, to embyace a new Religion ,'he thereby put 
an inſurmountable obfiruction-ro. their-reanion with Philip: ''tde 
knew. that Fhat Prince, who with an implacable fury perſecuted ail 
thole who had renounc'd the-ancient Religion, would reſolve rather 
to loſe the Low-Comntries, than to grant his Subjects the free Exer- 
ciſe of anew Religion; There lad: Pn TA. mri ney 
preſcatly/upon. his Return ints Spain,after tio kud-ardcrdctho:Con- 
demnation-of: ſome men-eminent for their-Leariing, and. women 


AY for-their birch; to be burnt; he would himiclFbe:preſent at 
fo 
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a Many perſons therefore, amongſt the Inhabitants of the Law- 
165," having embrac'd . the new. Religi Prince of | 


-Orange d 
{pair of Pardon, 
 might-not:relapſe 
this advantageof 'that Liberty of Conſcience, which he had given 
to alt ſorts of: perſons; but perceiving withal, that that unbounded 
Liberty, withoutthe, eſtabliſhment, . and preference, -. of ſome one 
Religion,” - ocedſion'd-:a great confuſion” in the Government, .. he 
'thanghe: it neceſary to; make choice-.of -one; which ſhould, be the 


by theD+y 


_ ,pub'ick; and predominant Religion; and the Religion of. State, 


Yet- had he notas. yet/abfolutely-pitch'd 'upon what he intended, 
nor determin*d which Religion he ought to embrace; whether that 


of the Latheranz, :that + ofthe Calvinifts, 'or-that of the Angbap- 


tiſts 3 -all thoſe three: Religions-not making any acknowledgment 
of the Popes Authority; or-theueiſdiftion:of the-Rimen Church. 
But he had-afterwards ſome reaſons, ' which oblig'd: hin to deter- 
mmineupon the choice of one," as well for his'own private Concern, 
asfor that of the State; The See of the Anaboptiſts was the leaft 
confiderable upon all accounts, and was not much.to be fear'd, as 
well: by .xcafon of the diviſions wherewich it was ſhaken, as by rca- 
ſon of” 'its SeQtators, who, | for-the'molt part;- were perfons-of a 
very obſciirecondition, -and of their Sentiments, by which they 
arenot admitted to Magiſtracy, or the Uſe of Arms. . For which 
reaſon, the' Prince of Orange could not make any Uſe of them, a; 
being not -proper for his Defign.: He aſpir'd to the principal charge 
of the Statez and that -Religion:permitted not:its/ Diſciples taex- 
_ erciſc any kind of Magiſiracy.. - Heineeded the-a/tiſtarice of Arms, 
to maintait) and:make good the: Change he had made in the State, 
and the newform of Government which he had 'eſt(bliſh'd;- and' 
the Anabaptiftt would-not have: Arms uſed upon any occalions 


The Latberan/Religien. wasvery/ confiderable, | by reaſon-af the 


. 


affection and Suppore of ſeveral Princes of Germany,: who had cm- 
bracdit,! "7, 964 protected: thoſe: who:made profetion:there- 


of. Prince Wdliam | had. mote: inclination tos that Religion, .. in 


which 
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\ Queen Elizaberb had. Enati, 

y confortiiable to ours, as to the DoRtine. « 

only as to the Form of Government, and hel les of Cerem 
The Elefior-Palatine, who was theti the moſt powerful = 

£1] 


| Empire, did abfofutcly profeſs the fame Religion. 


Navarre, the Prince of Conde, and the Admiral Caft 
cpoecue number of other. Lords and Gentlemen, and 2 Nemo 
people'of France,, woe a publick profefſion of it. The Prince, 
of C Or rage (per-prhs Fd hopii engage all thols Princes, . by. the jn-., 
tereſt | 
ces, for the corroboration of the new Repubſick, thought tic co. 
make choice of that Religion for himſelt, and the State. Belides, 
as that Religion was more contxaxy .to that of the-Romiſs Churgh, 
han” the. Litheran', _ fo he ought it more i for the C | 
wealth, which he hadfounded,* out of an averſi "Na to the he Tr | 
cat Domination of ' Spain: The. Inhabitants of ' 
having a fitong averſion for the Spamards,' the Prince we COS | 
deavour'd to perſtade them, That there was no likelihood, . that a 4 
people ſo corrupted, ſhould have received directions from God, to. 


I ſerve him ardy, by the. Worlhip &. the true Religion. He after-, 


wards endeavour'd to.inſinuate to: them, That our Reformed Reli- 


$ g70n,, which was more different from: thels, was, doubt «5 the x Belk. 


and moſi acceptable to God. 


There cornes. into my mind; upon this occaſion, whatI have. 
Read..in the Hiſtory of .the Indies, That they could not by.any 


Ymcans dilpoſe a great number of..perſons of thit Country, _ to,be. 
veil eo the Criſtian Religigns, becaufe the $ axiards made. 2, 
profeſſion of it. * For, as thoſe poor people had ſech them commit, 


ſuch Cruelties, as they had never ſeen any example of before, 4 
Fthey had a horror for Nath Religion, upon a ſuppoſition that'it in- 


ſpir 6X fe ee Big ſac JL barous, Er ret or ; 
ov'd with the hope 0! dlicity, . after, the told,, 
Fthat the JA geth or Ry | would þ are, 


in that SW Ty "OP" {aw no cfiarms 49A 


one arid the ſame ng 0 enghg on,. to give him en FT Bol F: 
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10 | 
xies of 11am b Bonk hey were to be partakers. m with a 
which they pat them in hopes of, could ſecure them from the perſc- 


cation of fo inhumgne'a people. In a word, they.could not be in- 
duc'd to embrace a Religion, which was to condut them, after_ 
_ theirdeath, to live eternally. in the company of a people, which, 
according to their Scatiment,was the moſt wicked of any,upon Earth. 


The Duke of 4tvs having exercis'd, in. the Low-Conntries, as 
firange Crutlties , as thoſe of his Country had done in the Indies, 
- the Inhabitants of Flanders had no Iefs an averſion for. the Sponiards, 
then'the Tadians. And'asall the rigorous puniſhments, which had. 
been inflicted upon the people of the Low-Conntries, wereimputed_ 
to-the Roman-Catbolick Religion ; {o the Prince of Orange did 

urmingly make uſe of that prejudgment, to induce them to em- 
brace a Religion, contrary to that of the Spaniards, which: had. 

made them- endure ſo many. Calamities, D, 


It was in the Year 1572; that that Religion, which was receiv'd: 
_—_ Proteftant-Cantons, at Geneva, in the Palatinate of Germany, | 
TD en EG | 

rovinces,. for t ick Religion. And yet thiey put a diffe: 
rence in it, which.you will think very conſiderable, if L egjane4 | 
the Scentiments. of your. firſt Reformers,. thoſe of the Doors. 
who were their Succeſſors, and the conſiant practice of your Prote- 
ftam-Cantons, and of all the Eftatesof: the Reform'd Religion. For 
you know, that in all 'the Countries, where thoſe of our Hepon 
are the Maſters, they do not ſuffer the exerciſe of any other Religi-. 
on, nor allow, in all their Territories, a place of habitation, to- 
thoſe who profeſs a different one ; whereas the United Provinces did 
not only permit the exerciſe of all ſorts of Religions, but did alfa. 
rcjeQt as Tyrannical, all the Eaws, whereby there wasany preſcrip- 
tion made for-Uniformity of Sentiments, upon that on, at: 
tributing to them the name. of: Inguifition , ſa. odious amongſt. 


And this Liberty: of+ Conſcience, was, as I have altcady obſerv'd, 
Ettabliſh'd, not only by the Writings of the Prince of. Ozenge, by, 
the Peace of Gavne, by the publick and' particular nt, hich 
was made for Religion, under the Regency of: the Arch-Duke Mat-- 


2 | thias 3 


\ 
) | were 
£ rion in ie, Liberty of Con- 
A chan. s, x forts of Pats and the exerciſe of 
r all Religions was publickly prenitned, and it was (otill the Year 
- vos AlltheRe 5 which the Rk har bn ped, 
. terwards eligion, an Condudt 

E_—_—_ d 


in reference to'that, —_— _ 
S Religion, that make it ently appear, 'were 
®. «.ragad-wp tag ts it, —_— Sir, EIS 
2 in the firſt Letter,” if Tam wer | 
4 Em ve Written. 
= 
d 


us then repoſe a while. fil ob long Gr year ow ma: 
again 3 mean'timne, be afſur'd, that Tam, - 


Sercend Sir, 


d. Uirecht, May 4th, 
Pp | 1673. 
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FEy you: at ſexicuſly refieted on- at nrenians in-wy+. 
fx bexeer,, \Lcanceiveypu will readily make this acknowledg- 
mnt; That the Uuieed Prininees were not of the Refwmied Re- 

2:11 coligion, 98 lang aSthes wes not any ſich Eltablith'd by any-pub- 
lick Decree 3 ' and that gil. the Seffariee had -ns much liberty thene, 
as thoſe of the Reformed Perſuaſion. 1 know well enough, that that 
Liberty of Conſcience; which had been Eſtabliſh'd by ſo many Trea-- 
tics, and by ſq;jpaby-publick As, was abſolutely forbidden, by - 
the Regulation which the States-General made in a Your 1583, 
Take here, in expreſs terms, what it contains,  _ 
n We «}; Ferry f 

ihe ohive ba bow a permiſſion anted, by the Union —_ uUtreche, 
to amplifie, to abridge, and change A Articles, when ever tbe wel-. 
fare and ſecurity of the Provinces ſhould ſeem to require it, the States, 
attentively confidering the KI. Article, have unanimonſly orllain'd; and 
appointed, That the exerciſe of any. Religion x not be benceforward - 
receiv'd, other then that which is publickly tau _ in the United Pro- 
vinces, "wbich i the Reformed Religion, With this proviſo however 
That if any Provinces, Members, or Cities of the Popilh Religion ſhall 
be-willing-vvemter imovhis-Attiance; they fhattbreomine 4 inthe free- . 
dome of their Religion, conditionally, that they fign and ſubſcribe the. 
other Articles of, this Alliance. 


4; as ſoon as ever if was paſt, by the Catholicks, and all: 
hs were not of ofir Reftrmed Religion. Their complaint 
w_ That it had been made, contrary to alt manner of Juſtice and 
Reaſon, contrary to the Stipulated Faith of all the Treatics, which 
the Inhabitants of the ſame Provinces. had made, and of thoſe 
which . 


wir Fe, this Ordinance of. no fleet I might telbyou, whar- 
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ohh he Pros ha adetnawatly ae: with an a 
maintaln'd; That, united theraſelves together, the preſers 
of the Laws and Privileges of :e<he Country; } it Was 2 great 
injuſtice, to-make an. ERabliſhment of ooe- tangle Religion, ' to-be 
the publick Religion, and to deprive: the others of, the:exetciſe of 
theirs, and not toallow them any part in the Coon on the. 
Seate, FE 


- But; above. .all others, the Catbolichy <lought it'very firange;. 
that they, having, taken up Arms: againft; the Spaniabds, -only.:tor 
the.defence of their Liberty, ſhould not be allow'd: the free exercife 
of: their-ancient Religion, asif they had ſpent all their labour,- only - 
to deprive. themſelves thereof, . and + to: acquire Liberry® of Cons: 
ſcience for others, and to make the Reformed Religion' the moſt-pre> 
dominant, and toraiſe that only into the Throite.! Nordid thefol- 
lowers .of the other Religions, think'theyhad leſs cauſe; then the” 
Gatbalicks, to be. diſfatisty'd and diſguſted: at. that” Ordinance, 
which took- away the exerciſe and” abſolute'freedom of their Religi- 
on. - They-urged, | That from the time ware firſt-intertexture/of 
the intexeſt of Religion,: with that -of- the State, in--the-conteſt 
which.-they had with" the \&panizrdr; Libertyof Conſtience had : 
in Eſtabliſt'd by ſo many publick Decrees, that-they could-not be-. 
Cone: without cxtremi of AIR 


* The Prince of Orange, wickout ectentaing $ihimſelfcuch at - = 
complaints of the ane or the.other. of: the:aggrieved. i a 
Fe own: we.iniret, nd for that of:the his : 


- ao Eſtabliſhment uy a hr 3) 'toibe'. 
the only rp Fong dipracnd to any / 
concern inthe Adminiſtration pag. 9g were areg er to" 


make their wen. NEE ob: thÞCarbetichs, upon 
the ſcore © 


T4 PE \ TEN. 

- Now, Reverend: Sir, be your {elf pleas'd to judg, whether theſe 
Provinces deſerve tobe called of the Reforined Religins, or this 
reaſon, that, | out of pure intereſt of State, and without any 'Ju- 
Rice, they have made an Ordinance for . the Eftabliſhment of - one 
vogle Religion, cxclufively to-all-the:reſt? EY | 

- But ſuppoſing 1 ſhould grant, that whatever is alledg'd by the 
Catholicks, and the SeQaries, nr that Ordinance, is groundleſs, 
and: irrational, and-that they had*the juſteft Reaſons inthe World 
co-make it z -yet-I-maintain, that the bare -making of it is riot a 
iſfcient inducement, 'for any one to affirm, that this State is of the 
Reformed Religion. 1 cannot forbear acknowledging, that this'Or- 
dinance does {o expreſily -comprehend the ſentiment of all our Do- 
cars, that if the United Provinces had been as careful in the executi- 
on of +ir, as the Elefor-Palatine, your Proteftant-Cantons, and the 
City of. Geneva are;it could not be-deny'd;bue that their State really 
andtruly is'of :our Refarmed Religion. But Ithink, Sir, that you do 
know, andif youdo:not know'it, Iſhall make it ſo clearly appear 
to you, that-you'ſhallnot in the leaſt doubt of it, That this Ordi-' 
nance has been ſo far from being put into execution, that they have 
always praQtic'd, andtill do ice, what is direcly contrary to/ 
the Contents theteofs, - 2 + #61. 11220 


By this Ordinance, ' there is an exprels prohibition of allowing 
any: other Religion then: the Reformed; "in the Provinces 3 + and yet 
we there find the publick exerciſe of -many other Religions, beſides 
the Reformed;: not to ſay of altchoſerwho were deſirous to have' it. 
And-that you - may not doubt! of 'it, T'ſhall here give you a ſhort 
Catalogye of .che Religions.in that Country, which have an uncon- 
troulable- liberty of i ir Myſteries, - and ſerving God, 
asthey themſelveSthink fit. - 24H, | 


4 


"Be pleas'd then to know, -that beſides thoſe of the Reformed Re- 


ligion, there are: Romen-Catbolicks, Lutherans, *Brownifts, Indepen- 
dents , ' Arminians ,, Anabaptiſts ;'' Socinidns, Arrians, Enthufifts, 
Dnakers, Borrelifts, Armenians , Muſcroites, Libertines, und others.” 
And thereare in fine ſome-whom we may call Seekers, becauſe = 
are:[till ſccking out for a Religion, and'do notiprofels any of thoſe 
which are already Eſtabliſh'd. I give you no account of -the Few, 
the Tarky, and the Perfiens, in regard that, as they are not Sets o 
d of ; Ch {ti - 
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rs. 
Chriftiens, ſo what I might ſay of. them would: lgois the nothing to 
the ſubje& I have in hand. And ſince 1 am well fatisfy'd,:that there 
arc not any Turks and Perſians, but what arc in Amſterdam, or hap- 
ly in ſome other. Sea-Port-Towns, there is no conſequence 'dedfixi- 
ble thence, for the Reſidence..of any fach in the other Cities of that 
Country, Nor (hall I ſay anything of the Armenians and Muſco- 
vites, Who are all of the Greek, Religion. And as I conceive, that. 
there are only ſome Merchants of the one, and of the other of thoſe 
Nations,. and that.none of the Natives of the Country. do profcſs 
their Religion 3 ſo I.do nat think there ig any perſon, that will con- 


The Retigion-of the Dutch... * 


demn the liberty which is given them, to ſerve God, accoxding to. 
| the Ceremonies and Precepts of their Religions And whereas, of 


all the other. Religions, and Sets, we find a great number of. per- 
(ons, born in.that Country, who make. an open and publick proteili- 
on thereof, I conceive you will not take it amiſs, that I ſhould here. 


in few. words, give you an accountof the Opinions, of.all the Reli-- 


gions, which arc.in this Country. 


As to the Doctors and Profeſſors of our Religion, I.queRtionnot- 


but you know, that they alſo differ amongſt ſelves, . in many 
i Voeriws, and des. Marets have, by their diſputes; diſtract- 
ed and diſhumour'd all the Province of Holland, where they have 
been ſo violent, . one againſt the other, that.if men would believe 
either the.one, or the other, they muſt, upon pain-of. Damwvation; 
ſick. to.the ſentiment of the one, and reject that of | his. Adverſary 


Vactins did, and fill does maintain, That it is Sacriledge,. to. leav® 


the Ecclefiaftical Revenues. at the diſpoſal of Slothtul Paunches, 
which are not any way. ſerviceable to Church or State, That thoſe 
who are known by the name .of Lombards, are not- to be called,” or 


£ 


admitted to the. Lord's Supper, inaſmuch as, lending out. Money at - 


+ 


Totereſt, they exeicife a.profeilion forbidden by the. word. of. God 3 . 


That the Sabbath-Day is to be very carefully and Religiouſly ob- 
ſerv'd 3 | That we. ought not to Celebrate any Felſtival-Day, no 
not Eaſter, Whitſuntide, or Chriſtmas, . That when we ſpeak of the. 


Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, or Diſciples-of Feſis Chriſt, we are not to - 
give any-one the. name of Saint, and that we.are not to ſay, Saint. 


Peter ., Saint Pal, Saint. Fobn, Saint Thomas, but to ſay. down- 


right, Peter, Pal, Fobs, and Thomas ; and that all the Faichful . / 
ſevere kind of life, . to retrench . themſclves from. 


ought to follow-a 
the. greateſi part even of the moſt innocent. enjoyments of. life, 


that : 


<=, 


_ they may the beter work out thei Surat wit k Fer "and 
Treembling: 


" Owthe otherfide, tes Afarets is ofite to Veetiz, almoſt in oY 
theſe things, and hath argu'd againſt his Sentiments, with fo muctly 
Animoſity,” asif their Diſpute had dot about thoſe Span of Reli-' 
gion which are 'moſt* important, - and moſt neceſſ _ to Salvation, 

nd I think they had not yet ended their Dif] Cocceines "had 
riot publiſh'd ſome Opinions,” which were di leaf toboth ; up- 
on which they thought he's. agrec ee , it order to Sh. 


pobug of them, & | : 


74 


© This Cecelia was'a Profeſſor of the Utiverſic of Ceilto, er 
well skilf'd in the'Herew Tonguz, who read the Scripture ih s z 
continual attention; and has thercin diſcover'd matiy things, which 
were not before known to any one, and hath penetrat into the 
myſtical and profound Sence of 'it. In all the Prophecies of the 


' Old and New Teſtament, he almoſi every where finds the Reign 


_6f Crit,” and chatiof 'Anti-Chrift, which is oppoſite thereto, He 
| hasdiſpos'd the economy of the Old and'New Teſtament after a 
' way not known before, and ſuch as had not yet been Eftabliftf by 


_ any Do@or?--He is the firſt that has diſcover'd, and taught, the 


 difſerencethere is, between the Government of 'the Church before 


ons Th 
ad 


theLawy! nd that tinder the Law, and that after the Law, He af- 
hat-before the Law, the Promiſe tookplace 3 during which 


the Promiſe, the Church was free. That to the Promiſe, God 
had added the Law, which, having been at firft repreſented. in the 
D:calogue, ' contains only an abridgment of the Covenant of Grace, 
and the'Commandments of Faith, Repentance, and the Gratitude 


| weoweto Gods as it a ppears by the ſence of the Preface, and of all 


the Commandements i in Tetcnſay He adds, That after the wor- 
ſhipping of the Golden Calf,God,to Chaſtize his people for the Idola- 
try, Fch they had-committed, had given them'a Law, conſiſting 


of Ceremonial and Carnal Commandements, which were not good 3 


Ediftion and yea 2g2irit thoſe, who \ froald tranſgiels hen: m 


having impos'd apon them a Yoke, by. the Eſtabliſhment of his 


Ordinances and Ceremonies. Whence it comes,, tat the Law had 


been-made, 'in appearance, a Covenant of Works, ifing life to 
thoſe, who ſhould obey his Commanmen ts; ns Cing ma- 


= - 


F..4, 
» / ry 


wel by, 


**; 


Oe Peng 


Xt is'alfo another. pexſuzſion of his,, That the Gommandeme: 
concerning the obſervation of the po Fs was one. of thok 
CORO > ug henna er vat gr oy ab: os 
ted-by:Feſws: Chriſt, During: all the- time, before Feſws Chriſt 
Fe pad 7 Father the price ot our Redemption,he cms Th 
all the Faithful were ſav'd, by the Security which Feſs Chriſt had 
given for us; That the forgiving of Sins did not take place, 
otherwiſe than by 'a connivance- of Grace, in asmuch as They 
were Only uader the Promiſe the payment, or ſatisfaRion, ha- 
ving not been yet made by Jeſs Chriſt» That the, Law, being 
added, as an obligation, did reproach the People with their fi 
and put them into a mindfulneſs thereof by the Sacrifices 3 
that it is upon that ſcore that the Ancient people were under ſervi- 
tude.and in fear of death,till ſuch time as Feſus Chrift; having, b 
his Blood, paid the Ranſom of our Sins, the Obligation, whi 


was in ot gr -them, being ;cancell'd, we have. fully and 
fal 


perfectly obtain'd thepardon of our fins, He is of Opinion, in 


tine, That there is to ſpring wp in the World a Reign of Jeſus 


Chrift, which will aboliſh the reign of Amniichrift; and that, when 
they who ſhall have corrupted the. Earth (hall -be deſtroy'd, ; the 
Church ſhall be in a happy condition in-the World ; And, when 
there ſhall be a reſtauration of the Reign of Feſws Chriſt, before the 
End of the World ; and that after the Converſion of the Jews, 
and of all Nations, the Catholick Church (hall ſcatter the. rayes- of 
its-meridian light and glory, into all Parts of the World. He 
believes Her to be the Celeſtial Hiernſalem,. which is deſcrib'd_in 
the Kevelation, the Emblem whereof repreſents to.,us the condi- 
tion of the Church, ſuch as ſhe ought to, be in her greate} Splen- 
dour upon Earth,and not that which is to triumph in Heaven, 


I thought my ſelfoblig'd to give. you an account of the par- 
ticular Sentiments of this Divine, becauſe he. has a great number 
of followers; as alſo for this Reaſon, That Veetins and des Ma- 
rets condemn his Opinions as Heretical 5 nay indeed repreſent him 
as a Socinien, in many things» They affirm, That he is an Tonno- 
vator, and give him the title of Scriptwrerix3; as if it, were a great 
crime, to be cloſely addicted to the Scripture, and to make it the 
moſti_important of our Studies, There are many other Divines, 
eſpecially ſuch as have ſtudicd-under the Profeſſors, whom I have 
bctoxe named, who obflnneIpo goes his Sentiments, Tug 

«ks cayour 
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Jexvour to perſecnte, and to procure the condemnation of at hls 
Diſciples, Pe: 02% SR: 
I is not requiſite that T ſhould give you any account of the 
[Roman Carbolicks, it being notorious toall the World,what 
theix Scentiments are, | HE #19 
You know alſo, what the Opinions of the Larbevans are. The 
on which they made at Auſbowrg, in the Year 1530; 


- has made q Fa flicient diſcovery of them to all the World. - True 


it is, that moſt of their DoQors have Opinions very different from 
their firſt Confeſſion. They axe divided amongſt themſtlves,upon 
the ſcore of very difconſonant Sentiments. But as that diverſity 


' is found only in thoſe of them who are in Germany, 1 ſhall fay 


nothing of it. Fhey who arc in this Country, keep cloſely en 
to the Sentiment of their firſt DoQor. y obſerve herein what - 
they differ from thoſe who are in Germany, Denmark, and Sweden, 
They do not uſe Auricular Confe (hon; They have neither Ima- 
ges, nor Altars, in their Churches; Their Minifters wear no Sa- 
cerdotal habits ; They have not the ſeverab Orders of Priefts,Dea- 
cons, Arch-Dracons, and Swperintendents, or Biſhops, as they have in 


moſt othes Parts. 


The Arminians teok their denomination from Arminizs, theie 
Grft DoRtor, who was a famous Profeſſor in the Univerſity of Ley- 
den, They would rather be called Remonſtraxts, by reaſon of the 
Book, which they preſented to the States-Gemeral, in the Year 
1611, to which they had given the Title of Remonflrance, and 
which comprchended the principal Articles of their Belief, You 
know the Five remarkable Points, upon which they were con- 


demn'd by the Synod cf Derr, held in the Year 1618, in which 


were preſent fome Divines of your Cantoxy, 'as alſo out of ſeveral 
Countries profeſfing 'the Reformed Religion, as England, Germany, 
and other places. _ Aﬀeer the death of Arminivs, and in the time 
of Vorftins, and of Epiſcopinr, a moſt Eminent DoQor amongſt 
them, they odoted many Erxours of the Socinians, Nay moſt of 
them have deſcrted the on of their firſt Maſter, upon the 
Point, of Predeſtination,and Eternal Eleffion. Arminine had t 

at God had  EleQcd the Faithfu}, by the previſion of thee 
Faith. And Epiſcopixs is of Opinion, That God has nog Elected 


any 


ALOE ER EEE DEE 


 oughtto love one another as Brethren, and not to have any en-. 
diſſenting in ſome Points of Religion, eſpecially ſuch as arc not 
. men 


| however tolerated by the Few?, and all receiv'd into the Temple, | 


God being vo mag 


Opinions of choſe who profeſs Ehriftian Acdigion3. ; 
That all Chriſtians agree in the moſt Importaac, and, ſuch as they 
cali, the moſt Efſential and Fundamental Points of ion þ 
That ithas not been hitherto decided; by an Lofallible Judginent, 
who they are amongſt tlic Chriftiazs, who have embrac'd the 
Trueft and Pureſt Religion, and ſuch 2s is moſt conformable to 
the Word of God 3 Thatto the effe&t all may be mutually united, 
to make up one and the ſame Body or Church, and that they 


or animoſity one another, upon the ſcore of their 


of the moſt conſiderable. That men ought not'to force any one 
to condemn,and renounce his own Sentiments, or to approve and 
ſollow thoſe of another. "They fay, Thiat heretofore among the 
Fews, thi Phariſtes, the Sodduces, and the Effeni, of whom the 
& were very different, and had moſt dangerous Opinions, were 


to ric Sacrifices md Prayers to ad to perform all 
| 2 t 


_— 
= 


| theWanldaj would not own-mofſi ofthoſe who bear 
his Nune;-to:be his | . And'yet there are ſome among 


them, who have not added any thing to hisScatiments. Bat: they 
all agree in this point, That all Chriitians ought co be Tolerated; 
either that all-cogether they might make up but one-and the ſame 
--  05pMges HR AC uv. be allow'd the liberty, of his -Reli- 
g of OHMNESE 3X7 5. t352008 por bf 36.31 . 
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The: Brownifs/have many great. Aﬀemblics in the -Low-Coun- 
tries. They area fort of people ſeparated from. the Engiifh Church, 
and from all the other Reformed Churches. which they think to be 
corrupted; not as to the 'Dottrinal Points of Faith, ——_— 
?n-that reſpec, - with thoſe of the Reformed Religion of Hollans,, 
Germitay,-and:other places, but as to the Form of Government, 
They cqually.' condemn Epiſcopal Government, and that of the 
Presbyteriang, by Confiſtories, Claes, and Syneds, They will not 
- JÞoyn with our Churches, for this reaſon, as they. ſay, that they are 
nct. afſur*'d of the Converſion, and Probity of the Members, 
whereof they conſiſt; becauſe they therein ſuffer Sinners, with 
whom men: ought not to communicate; and that in the partici- 
pation of the Sacraments, the good contra impurity in the Com- 
munion: of: the wicked, They condemn the benedidtion of. the 
Marriages, which are celebrated in Churches by the Miniſters, 
maintaining, That, being a Polieical Contra, the confirmation 
of it Aapeckls'on the Civil Magiſtrate. They. would not have their 
Children to be bapdiz'd, who are not Members of the Church, or 
are not 2s Earecful, as they ought to be, of the Children that! have 
been baptiz*d. They rcjeQ all Forms of Prayers 3 nay they. a- 
firm, That the Prayer, which our Lord has taught us, ought not 
to be recited as a Prayer, but that it was given us to be the Rule 
and Model, by which we ought to frame all thoſe, which we pre- 
ſent to God. [They rcje& the Uſe of Bells, and-Chyrches, clpe- 
cially ſuch-as they ſay had been Conſecrated to Idolatry. 


The Pudependents are a brood of the: Brownifts q Jobn. Robinſon, 


an Engliſhman, is the Father of all-thoſe who /are in this Coun- 
try. - They believe, That every Churcb, or, as they call: it, cvery 
particular-Congrepation, has in:it Lelf; radical] and [eſſeptially, 
whaterer is fot. condudd and goyerenentapd ll Exgtſaſit 


cal Power-and 


That ſuch-a' Church, or Congrega- 


tion 
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tion, is not ſubje& cither to one, or more Churches, or to their 


- Deputies, or Aﬀſemblics, or Synodg, or to any Biſhop 3 Or. that 


any one Church,or Aﬀembly has any power over any other Church 
whatſoever, - That every particular Church. ought.to. manage its 
own affairs, without any dependence on any other z and Fence it 
comes, that ſuch as follow theſe S:ntiments, have the denomina- 
tion of Independeitts. © And though they do.npt thinkthere is any - 
necellity of aſſembling Synods, yet they affirm, That ff any be af- 

ſembled, there ought to be a conſideration of their reſoluticns, 
as of the counſels of wiſe and. .prudent mens; whexeto a certain 
fubmiſſion is due; and not as Icknleions, and eſtabliſhments, rc- 
quiring conformity and obedience, They are willing to acknow- 
ledge, that one or more [Churches may he affiſiant to Talker 


- Church, as to-advice, and admonition; nay that they may rcprave 


ic, if there be any offence, yet.not upan the account of any ſupe- 
riour authoricy, which has any power of Excommunication, but 
as a Sifter-Church, declaring, That ſhe cannot have any commu- 
nion with ſuch a Church: as-hath offended, and does not demean - 
_ - according to the Rules and Commandements of Feſws 


And theſe are the Particular Sentiments ofthe Þidependents, in 
reference to the Goverament of the Church, Their very Name 
had render'd them very odious even to the Proteftants ; but the 
Confeflion: of Faith; which their Brethren of England publiſh'd, 


| when they aſſembledat London, in the Year 1651. has madeir 


appear, That they have not otherwiſe any particular ſentirment, 
as to matter of Dofrine, but that im; reference to that, they con- 
curre in all things with thoſe of the .Reformed Religlon. I have 
hitherto given you an account of but Three or Four different Re- 
ligions, or rather Perſwofions ; but this Letter being come to a.con- 
fiderable Length, I will adjourn what I have to fay of the other 
Secs of this Countrey,to the next opportunity I ſhall have ro'write 
to you, remaining,, in the:mean.time, *  - | 
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The Thid LETTER 


Reverend. Sir, 
Am now, ac g to gr. -+ 0mm to. give you an zecount 
of all the different _—_— Eligions,which are in this Coun- 
= try. They, who, in other places are called Anobopreffy, arc 
| known, in thele Provinces, by the' denomination of ves, 
- and have deriv'd that Name from Menno,- a Man born at a Vib 
lage of Friezlend, in the Year 1496, Not that the ſaid Are 
ag the firſt Father of the 4nabaprifts in'this Country 3 but that. 
; having rejeRed the Enthufiafmes and Revelations of the Pri- 
: ' mmitive 4 ifts, and their Opinions concerning the new Re 
of Feſus Chriſt, which they pretetided to eftabliſh upon Earth 
force of Aims, hes b 'd certaln new doQrines, which his 
Followers have embrac'd, and perfiſted In to this day. 


Their Tenets are theſe; That the New Tefiament only; and” 
not the O14, ought to be the Rule-of cur Faith. =" | 


That In ſpeaking of the Farber, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt 
there is no necelliy of uſing the terms of Perſais, or the Trinity. | 


| That the firſt Produftions of the Creatjon, zsto Mankind; were 
not created in.a Rate of Juſtice and Holineſs, oo 


That there is no Cach thing as Original Sin. 


That Fefws Chrift did pot take Fleſh of the fiibliance of his 
Mother;Mery, but of the Efſence of the Father ; or that the Word 
was into Man, or that he brought it from Heayen,or that 
ie is not known whence he took it. 


That 


That it i not lawful for Chrifians to ſwear, aa any 
charge of Civil Magiſtracy, or to make Uſe of the Sword, not even 
to puniſh the wicked, or to oppoſe force with force, or to engage 
'n a War, upon any account, or occaſion, 


That a man may, in this life come to that pitch of Pexfeion, 


nyo here ae Purity, ws Ach without any defile- 
nome of Lin, 


That it is not lawful for the Minifiers of the Word to receive 
any Salary of their Churches, for the Pains they take. 


. That lite Chitdzen ought not to be baptiz'd, 


That the Souls of men, aſter their death, refi in an moms 
place, till the day of Judgment. 


"Theſe Mennonites axe divided into ſeveral Setup re n_——_—_ 
occaſions» Of theſe Sets, there are two of a 
_—_— is that of the ancient Menwewives of ——0"- 
other, that of the Mennonites of Friexland. Thofc' of Flan- 

der, exerciſe Eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, with extraordinary ſeverity, * 
and excommunicate thofe of their Sc, for very trivial miſcar- 
riages. They are of a perſuaſion, That-it is not lawful to eat, or 
drink, or to have any communication,no, not as to the Concerns 
of a Civil Life, with thoſe who are-Excommunicated, They, by 
that means, make a divifion between Husbands, and their Wives 
Children, and their Parents ; maintaining, That. all the Obliga- 
tious-of Friendſhip and Society are to be cancell 4 with thoſe, 
whom the Church has arathematiz'd. 


Thoſe of Friezland receive into their Communion ſuch as have 
been rejeQed by the other SeQs of the Mennonites 3 and they cxer- 
ciſe (o 5 a relaxation in their difcipline, that they;entertain all 
' Orts of polluted perſons into their {ociery 3 -and for that reaſon 
are they called Borborite, or Stereorarti, But as there arc, _ 
amo 


% 
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amongſt. them, ſome more ſcrupulous than others,.{o they alſo, are 

parcel'd into divers: $cats, upon very Might, and trivizl occations. 
I (hall only give an account of one, by which a judgment may be 
made of the reſt, There is one Sect of them called Maniillarii, 
upon this:oro, That'a Young Man had taken the freedom to put - 
his. hand into-a Young, Maids Bolome, whom he was then court- 
ing, and, within.a few .dayes, to marry» - Some amongſt them 
maintain'd, That he ought to. be Excommunicatcd 3 and others 
condemning that ſeverity, there happ:n'd a Schiſm.e, They, who 
would” natihave the; Young Man -to' be:Excammuaicated, - were 


_ called Aamillarii..., There are daily diviſions, and ſeparations 


amongſt them ; and afſcon as they chance to be ej<Aed out of one 
Socicty, they find a reception in ſome other. | 


Many amongſt the Mexnonites, have embrac'd. moſt of the Opi- 
nions of the Socenians. or rather thoſe of the Arrians, concerning, 
the Divinity of Feſwes Chriſt. They generally prefs that Toleratton 
of all Secs, which is ſo earneſtly recommended by the Arminians. 
Ic is their perſuaſion, That they oaght not to expell.our of their 
aſſemblies, any man who leads a devout lite, and acknowledges; 
That the Holy Scripture is the Word of God, though the ſame 
Man docs; not- agree with the others, in-many things which .are 
accounted Articles of Faith. - Theſe laft are, by the others, called 
Goalenifts, taking their aame from one Galenws, a Phyſician of Ams 
terdam, a very Eloquent, Learned, and well-Experienc'd Man, 
and one who is charged to be an abfolute Sociniax, 


. The Sociniaxs deny the Divinity of Feſies Chriſt, the Exiftence 
of the. Holy Ghoſt, Original Sin, the SatisfaQtion of Feſns Chriſt, 
the ReſarreQion of the Reprobatc, and the Reafſumption of the 
fame Bodies which the Faichful had, during their abode in this 
World, Their publick Aſſcmbli:s are forbidden, but they Jurk 
under the names. of Arminians and Anabaptiftrs, They have alſo 

their ſecret Aﬀemblies, in which they are very fervent in Prayer 
to God, with groaning and weeping. They make it their Com- 
paint, That they are odiovs to, and abominated by moſt Chriftians, 
upon th: ſcore of. the doctrine which they profeſs, They afhirm, 
That they have no. latereft in the maintaining of it, ſave only the 


p-rluaſion they have of its tcuch,. and the zeal of appropriati1 


co its only individual, and Sovereign God, the Father of cur Lo 
112 | Teſms 
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ſir Chrift, the glory of his Divinity, They are further of opi-- 
Je "that having been confirm'd in their Faith by 'the reading of. 
the Word'of God, and ' by the Books which have been written 
apainft them,- they make it their caroeſt- and'humble Suit to that 
great God, That, if they are in any error, he would diſcover it te 
them, that they may renounce it, and give his Truth the glory. 
Their converſation is holy and without reproach , as far as men 
can judg by what they ſee 3 and that converſation is abſolately mo- 
dell'd according to:the Precepts of Feſicr: Chriſt ;/- and it externally 
appears, that fince they are not much concem'd for the things of 
this World, their care is the greater, to. perform the works of. De- 
votion and Charity, and to promote the Salvation of their Souls./ 
They wholly employ themſelves in the reading of, theWord of God, 
in which they are ſo well vers'd, that moſt of ; them ſeem to have it 


-- by heaxt, - In the Aﬀemblies they make for their exerciſes of Picty, 


all that are preſenthave the liberty of ſpeaking. One amongſt them. 
begins to read a Chapter of the Scripture z and, when he has read 
{ſeveral Verſes of it, till he has come to a full Paragraph, . he who 
reads, and they. who hear, do' reſpeRively give their Sentiments, 
concerning the _ of the words, ny 0m acl, to _ 
But what is'moſt ſurprizing, is, ' that £ ' the greate £ 
themibe illiterate, and-men' of -no ſtudy at all, fon omg nk 
or Txadeſmen, yet they all ſeem to have a particular Talent, for the 
underſtanding, and expoſition of the Holy Scripture, Nay.it is 
reported, that the Learned amongſt them, who have written 'Com- 
mentaries,” or Annotations, upon the Holy. Scripture, . have every 
where done very well, fave only in thoſeplaces,,, where.their own 
prejudgments have engag'd them to accommodate; the Scripture, ta. 
their--own Erroricous ence. : | | So that it, may, be. {aid of them,. as I 
think I haye heard it heretofore ſaid, of Origen, Vbi bene, nemo 
melitis, ubi'male; nemo'pejius Where be had done well , ua, man 
could bave done better ; 'and where be, had. done.ill, no , wan could do 
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re2 dhoitive aniifec Ct it 1.212191 pb loved, aoRaanue 
| Wk given you this Summary. account - of the CAA. my: 
next-work is:to give you that of the Arrians. . Thoſe laſt are very: 


numerous in this Country, -and many amongſt the Socinians have 
embncd thcjr Opinions; You know. what werg the, Sentiments 
of: the: Arrizps,; concerning the; Birth of oy ave dig 


oly**.* | | en 


hi4b:#n crented brfore all the Crextates 3 That God hill made Uſe 
of it; ' inthe 914 Feftinione; 45 of: anc Interpreter of 'a Mediators. | 
when he had ſomething to dectare, ceo the Parriarebo and{ Propheese 
That thit word, $44] by a-volantary annihilation,” animated the - 
Body of Feſas Chrift; ' as'the Spirit of Mn animates his Body, the 
Word: ting taken Fleth only, without Soul, and without Spirit. 
Nay they were alſo of a perſuaſion, That al} the Souls of other men 
were Spirits; ſubfilting before the Bodies, and' that they afſui'd 
not thenime of Souls, tilt fuck time as they attually-animated. 
their-Bodies. riftopher Sandins; a Gentleman of Poland, Son- to 
a"Councelttor of the EleQor of Brandebicrgh, was the Reſtaurator of 
the 4rrizn Sec"in this Conntry. His habitation, for. fome Years 
paft, has bzen at 4nterdam. Among other works, he has written 
two Books which 1 have ſeen, whereof one isentituled, The Para» 

e?7 Interpretations of the Four Evangelifts. The othet is, 41 Eco 
Affticd Hiftory, th which he proves,” or pretends:to-prove 3 | That . 
al th# Dothrr, comminnly ealled #he Fathers of the Oharoh, who 
flonriſh*d fromthe time of the Apofther, to that of Artius, bud the ſame 
Sentiments as be had, concerning the Myſtery of #be Trinity. 

' The Bryrellifle had their name from one Borrell; the Ringleader of 
cheit Se&, a tmart' very'Ecarned, fpecially in the Hebrew, © Greek,, 
and Ejje Tongues, 'He was Brother to Monficar Borrell, . Am- 
bsſ:dor from” the. Ftates-General,  t his moſt Chriftian Majeſiy. 
Theſe 'Borreliftt 46; For the thofi part, maintain the Opinions of the 
NEnnonites, though they comic-not to their Aﬀemblies. They have: 
halle choice of 'x' moſt-aniftere kind of Life,, (pending - a conſidera- 
ble gre their Eftates, in Alnis-giving, and @ carcful diſcharge of 
all the Dutttes incurntent thpon # Ghriftian, They have-an averſion 
forall Churches, -as alfo for the Uſe of the Sacrament, pablick 
Prayers, and all other external FunQions of God's Service. They 
rmintain, That all the Churches which are in the World, and have 
been ever ſince the death of the Apoſtles, and their firſt ſubſequent 
Succefſors, have degenerated from the pure Docrine which they 
had Preath'd to the World; - for this reaſon, 'That" they have"fuf- 
fered the mr — des contain'd nhl aw yr ga Te+ 
ſtament, © to be expounded and corrupted, -by DoRors, who are not 
infallible , and wonald have cher own 7 ns ', \their Cate« 
chifas ,* and "their Liturgies //'and their (Sevemons 1 which are 
the works of © miin}' topals'for wharithey really are not5/to wit, = 
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the pure word 'of God, They hold alſo,, That men! axe not to, 
weell any thing but the word of God alang, without any-additional. 
explication of men, Another perluafion they Have, . is,.: That if 
there hould be any Afembly, whexcin wep wonld content them 
ſdves with the bare xcading of the word of God (howgverthe pers 
ſons who might be deſirous to be receiv'd into it, may demean 
themſelves ) provided they acknowledg the Holy Scripture to be- 
the Word of God, chey ought to de xeceiv'd into 1its/Commu» 

. NioNs | mid ono naiitetst” ael 


The Enthuſiafs 3 or Rucker, wha affizm, That what they ſays 
ture ought to be.explicated, according to the light: of: that/Diving 
Inſpiration, withaut which i is þut a dead Letter, weigren to-Chils 
dren, and not to perfecRtand ſpiritual men 3 and:that it i-not- the 
txue, only, and perfeRt Word of God, or the Compleat and Neceſ- 
Gary Rule of Faith, They maintain, -That theiriowniprivace Spi» = 
the Judg of the Scriptures: "That mev: ought torhaarken' to, and 
follow that Spirit, 3nd not the words of the Scripture, | That a 
man has, withia himfclt, - and 4. his own Spirit, an; infallible 
Teacher, who, if he kearkens to him, will inform;him of:aHihe is 
to believe, ordo, in order to his $alyation, That they who heark- 
en to that Spirit are united to God, and that ſuch union makes them 
Gods. When they are in their Aſſemblies, they continue a long 
time-in arficting poſture, without ſpeaking, and-many tines with- 
out-lo .much as irzing, \for\the ſpace. of one or two: hours; and 
there is pothing heard of 'them, unlels it be ſome lighs and: groans, 
till ſuch time as ſome one among them, feeling 'the-agitation- and 
ſtirrjag of the Spirit, rifcs up, - and ſpeaks the things which the 
Spirit .commands him to ſpeak. ;. Nay many times, - the Women.are 
ſenſible: of thoſe motions of the Spirit, which. occaſion their ſpeak» 
ing, or holding forth, inthe egation of | their Brethren, 
In. their ordinary diſcourles, [they ſpeak of their Ecſtafies, and Re- 
velations, and will bealways ſure, to add very fevexe cenſures of 
«ll other Chriſtians, 
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diſputes and' quarrels, which happen among them; -Nay it comes 
t paſs ſometimes, that after they have for a good while expected. 
the coming/and. inſpiration of the Spirit, not any one amongit them 
being ſenſible*of” its heat and motion in himſelf, they depart from 
the place where they were Aﬀembled, without any one's having held 
forth. . © Pans 0 57 


- As to the*Libertines, they ſeem to have cach of them his particu- 
- lar Sentiment to himſelf, But moſi of them are of this perſimſion, 
that there is only one Spirit of God, which is univerſally diffus*d, 
and lives in'all Creatures, That the Subſtance and Immortality of 
our Souls; is not'any thing but that Spirit of 'God. That God him- 
lf” is riot any thing but that Spirit. That mens Souls dic with their 
Bodies! ' That Sin is not any thing, © That it'is but a ſumple opini- 
-on; which immediately vaniſhes, provided there be no account made 
of it.” That Faradiſc is bur an illufion, a pleaſant Chimera , 'which 
the Divines have invented, 'to engage men, . to embrace that which 
they call Virtue” "That Hel alfo is but a vain Fancy, which the ſame 
Divines'have fran?'d, to divert men from that which they 'call:Sin ;. 
that isto ſay; to hinder them from being happy in'doing/ what they 
pleaſe; ''''Fhey affirm, in fine, "That Religion is onlycaminvention: of 
Politicians, to'keep the people, ' by the fear of a Divinity, in aſub- 
jcQion tothetr Laws, in order tothe better Regulation-and: Govern» 
ment of the Commonwealth | 


- Inſhore; thereare in this Country a vaſt number of perſons, as 
I know'there were heretofore in England, -who go under the deno- 
mination of Seekers.” It is the doktiowiedgment of theſe people; 
Fhat'there is one true Religion, which Jeſis Chrift has brought us 
from Heaven;/'and which he has reveaPd to us in his Word 3 but 
they ' maintain withal, ' That that true Religion of Feſur-Chrift,. 
which we ought to profeſs; in order'to the attainment of Salvation, 
not any one of [thoſe Religions, which arc Eſtabliſh'd amongſt 
Ebriftians.” They have ſome particular exception to:make againit 
every one of chofe' Religions, and they condemn them all in gene- 
wat. In a' word, They have not pitch'd up>n'any one determi- 
wxe Religion, 'as being tilt concern'd' upon» the Seekzng: account; 
They 'rcad and meditate-the' Holy Setiptures with-great attention, 
They pray to God with's fervent Zeal That he would illuminate 
thent in the knowledg'of that Religion, which-they. hy aſt 6-4 | 
| | ace,, 
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for the'acqueſt of- that everlaſting Felicity, which he has promis'd 


| - 
T ſhould not think, that T have given you an account of all che 


Religions and Perſuaſions of this Country, if I ſhould omit the 
faying of a word, or two, of an Illuftrious and:Learned man, 
who, as I have becn aſſur'd, has a great number of Followers, and 
thoſe, ſuch as- keep (cloſely to his Sentiments,' He is a 'man,: by 
birth a Few, whoſe name is Spinoſa, one that has not abjur'd the 
Religion of the Fews, nor embrac'd the Chriftian: Religion; So that 
he continues ſtill a moſt wicked Few, and' hasinot the leafi tinQure 
of Chriſtianity, Some Years {mce he put forth a; Book,::entituled, 
TraGatus Theologo-Politicus, wherein his principal deſign is, to de- 
ſroy. all Religions, and- particularly the Fewiſh and the:Chriſtian, 
and to introduce Atheiſme, Libertiniſme, and the free Toleration of 
all Religions. He maintains, That they were all invented, for the 
advantage and conveniences, which the Publick receives thereby, 
to the end: that all perſons ſubje&t to Government may live honeſt-- 
Iy, and- obey- their Magiſtrates, and that they may addi them- 
ſelves to Virtue, not out. of the hope or expeQation of any, re- 
ward after death, but forthe intrinſick excellency of Virtue in ic 
felf, and for the advantages which accrue to thoſe who follow it, 


in this life, He docs not, in that Book, make an-open diſcovery.of 


the opinion whicthe has of the Divinity, but he does however fo: 
far inſinuate it, as that we may gueſs at his meaning, whereas in 


His Diſcourſes, he boldly affirms, That God is.not-a Being endaw?d: 
with Intelligence, Infinitely-Perfet, and Bliſsful,” as we imagine 


him to bez but that he i3-not any thing elſe, but that Virtue of 
Nature, which is diffus'd into all-the. Creatures. W 


This Spinoſa is now' living.in this Country, His Reſidence;was, 
for ſome time, at the Hague, where he was viſited by the Virtwoſt, 


and all others who+ pretended: to more then ordinary. Curioſuy.z: 


nay by ſome young Ladics of Quality, who pride themſelves in be- 
ing more ingenious, then is requiſite. for their Sex. - His followers: 
are ſomewhat cautious: in diſcovering. themſelves, becauſe his Book, 


*before-mention'd;does abſolutely ſubvert the very Foundations of all: 
Religions; and has been condemn'd: by -a publick Edidt ofthe 
' Statesr-General, and. a prohibition put upon the Sake of it 3 and yet: 
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- brace, in order to the ſerving of him according to his'/Will; and - 
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it -is 'publickly Sold. Amongſt all the Divines, of whom there 
i5/a great number in this Country, there has not Rood: up any.ong, 
that has preſum'd to. write againſt the opinions which this Author 
advances in the afore-(aid Treatiſe, And I am the more ſurpriz'd 
rhereat, for this reaſon, that the Author, making a diſcovery of 
his great knowledg of the Hebrew Tongue, as aloof all the Cerc- 
monies of the Fewiſh Religion, of all the Cuſtoms of the Zewz, 
and of the Heathenith Philoſophy 3 the Divines of the Reformati- 
on cannot ſay, but that the Book does well deſerve, that they ſhould 
take the pains to refute it. For if they il continge filent, men can» 
not forbear affirming, that cither they are defective in point of 
Charity, in ſuffering ſo pernicious a Book to be ſcatter'd up and 
down without any Anſwer thereto, or that they approve the Sen- 
timents iof that Aathor 3 or. that they have not the courage and 
abilities to oppole them. pq bee 


And thus, Reverend Sir, have I given you an acccount of the 
different Sets of Chriſtians which are in this Country, and which 
"have all, in amarmer, the freedom of Exerciling -the Religions 

-which-they profeſs, I leave you to make thereupon what reflegtions 
you fhall think'fit, ' 5t will be no hard matterfor me, to deduce, 
from this diverſity-of Sets ,. ſuch convincing Reaſons, as ſhall 
-prove what 1 have before advanced, to wit, That the States-Gene- 
ral are not of oger Reformed Religion, 'In the fuſt place, it cannot 
be affirmed, that this State is of 'the Reformed Religion, - upon the 
ſcore of 'the*fitieaber of thoſe who make :profefiion of it, For, 
though it cannot” be preciſely known, what numberthere are of 
| perfons a the Calvinifticel ' way | of Reformation, which is 
commonly called the Reformed Religion, in theſe Provinces, yet 
this is till out of all queſtion, That the number of thoſe who are 
not of it, is incomparably greater than that of thoſe who do pro- 
fels it, | Having thereupon conſulted ſome of the Inhabitants, they 
have affur'd me, That there may be a Tripartite Divifion made of 
the people of theſe Provinces, and that the three parts may be 
ſomething towards an equality, The one is of the Reformed Reli- 
giom; 'another, -of the Roman-Catbolicky 3 and- the third, of the 
Seftaries. 1 ſhould never have thought, that the number of the 
Roman-Catbolicks had'been fo þ wa It is certain, that a conlide- 
+able/part of the Inhabitants of 'Geeat-Citics, ani ithe greateſt, part 
'of thoſe of the Campaigne, 'and of :the -Bpors of that Country, 


are 
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are Roman-Catbolicks, and there are afſuredly at leaſt as many of 
thoſe of the Reformed Religion. And if we put together all the 
Seeravies: thy atfo, "donbriefs,” makeup a third part of the Inhi- 
bitants of theſe Provinces. If therefore the Domination; and the 
Denomination, ought 'to be dedue'd from the greateſt part, thoſe 
of the Refyrmed Religion being, at molt, but a third part of the 
people of this Country, cannot give the whale State the Denomi- 
nation of being of the Reformed Religion. It cannot therefore be 
ſuch, upon any other account than this, that our Reformed Religion 
has been Eſtabliſh'd, and the others forbidden, ' by the publick Edict 
before-mentioned. It might indeed be granted, that it deſery'd 
that name, if that Ordinance had been: pit in execution';, but that 
having not been executed, the narhe cannot be juftly given ir. \ But 
that being a matter requiring much diſcaſfion, Iſhalt wave it af this 
time, rake it che ſubject of my next toyou; and'(o I ſhall 
make no-addition. to this, fave only. that of affuring 'you of my 
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The Fourth LET T E R. 


Reverend Sir, 


WTF Qu have obſerv'd in:my firſt Letter, That the Stater-Geye- 
_* rall have always given Liberty of Conſcience to all ſorts. 
_ - of:perſons, and allow'd the publick exerciſe; in a manner; 
; of all Religions, You thereby find... that they never cxe- 
cated the Ordinance which they made in the: Year 1583: 'to wit; 
That not any Religion ſhould be thenceforwards receiv'd, nor the exerciſe 
of any other be permitted, then that which was publickly tanght in the 
Seven Provinces, and which is the Reformed Religion, It will be no 
hard matter for me to:prove to you thereby, That what external pro-, 
fcflion ſoever theUnited Provinces have hitherto made of theReformed 
Religion, if we ſearch the buſmeſs to the bottom, it will appear, that 

they neither are,nor ever were of it. 
While the free exerciſe of all Religions was permitted by all the 
' publick Decrees, you will certainly acknowledg, That then the 
States were not yet of our Keformed way of - Religion. For if you 
make this concluſion, That theſe Provinces were at that time of our 
Religion, becanſe there was a publick profeſſion of our Religion 
made in them, I ſhall, with the ſame reaſon, make this, That they 
were Catholicks, Lutherans, and Anabaptiſts, becauſe, at that time, 
there was a publick Protciſion made in them of all thoſe Religi- 
ons. Let-ns therefore” examine,” what Ordinances theſe Provinces 
made afterwards, which might give them the name, which they are 
ſo- defirous to have, of our Reformed Religion. I have told you 
heretofore, That it was in the Year 1572, that our Reformed way of 
Religion, ſucl1 as it was taught at Geneva, in your Cantons, andin 
che Platinat of the -Rhine, was receiv'd in theſe Provinces, for the 
.only pablick Religion. But the very Ordinance, which eiiabliſh'd our. 
Religion to be the publick Religion, Did alfo openly confirm the Li- 
herty of Conſcience of all ſoxts of Religions,with an expreſs prongs 
for 


for the Diſlurbing or Molefing of any Perſon whatſoever upon 
that account. | | | 


The difference there upon this Score, between the Srates- 
Generel, and all the other Eſtates of our Reformed Religion, was 
ſo great, that I cannot imagine you ſhould think the one' and the 
others to be of the ſame Religion. . The United Provinces had or- 
dain'd it by a publick Decree, That the free Exerciſe of all Rel:gi- 
ons ſhould be permitted. The Elkefor Palatine, the City of Gene: 
2a, and your Cantons did not, in any part of their Territories, 

rmit theExerciſe of anyReligion,cver fo little different from ours. 

queſtion not but that you know, the Ele&or-Palatine did, at 
the beginning, follow the Conſeffion of Auxbourg ,- which was 
received in all his Dominions; and that, fince that tinie, havin 
embrac'd our Reformed way of Religion, and having cfi.bliſh's 
jt in his Country, he ordcr'd all the Latherans, who would not 
make profeſſhon thereof, ro depart out of it. It is denbtleſs, no 

ſmall crouble to the Eletor of Brandenbourg, to ſee' that moſt of 
his Subj:&s are Latherans, that there are many of them Catbolicks, 
and but very few of the, Calviniftical reformed way of Religion. 
But, as you know, it is not above ſixty years fince that Electoral 
Houſe began: to make profeſſion of cur Reformed Religion, yet 
fo, that he could not oblige his Subjects, cither his embrace the 
ſame, or to quit that which they had profeſs'd for a long time 
before, Fobn Sigiſmond, who dicd in the Year 1619. and was 
Grandfather to theEleGor now reigning, was the firſtRenouncer of 
the Lutberane Religion, which he and ſome of the Anceſtors had 
till-chen prof. {9d, and firſt the Profeſſion of our Reformed way,' 
He publiſh'd a Conſe{lion' of Faith, in the Year 1614. In the 
Preface of it,he ſaiez, That it was about eighty Years,fince Foohm, 
he Second, had renounced the Ceremonies of the RomanChurchz Bur 
that having retain'd a DodGr;ne uponthe Point of .the Euchariſt, 
which was not.conformable to the Truth,and ſome other things. in 
the Temples, which were not allowable,he had apply*d, himſelf to 
the correQing of all Abuſcs, in order to a full and. pe! <> Reforma-\ 
tlon. And yet the greateſt part of his 'SubjeRs, having, near 
fourſcore years before, embrac'd the Lytherane Religion, he was fo 
far from. obliging them-to quit it, - and to. embrace the Profcflion 
of ours, that, in. many parts of his Territories, nay even at 
_ Berlinic ſelf, which is. pe piloges City of his Refidence;he has” 
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not the Liberty of having the particular Exerciſeof our Religion; . 


for any but himſe}f and thoſe of his Houſhold. . No' doubebur he 


wiſhes: thac.he could follow the-cxample of o:her Eſtates, who do - 
_ profeſs it, in got permitting the Exerciſe of any o:hcrin all. his Do- - 


winions, ow 


There is not any-neceſſity-of-my telling you, That there never - 
was, Ccicher-at Genevs, or in your Cantoxs, any permilfion, Ido -, 
not ſay of the. Exerciſe of our Religion, but even. of Habitation, _ 


for thoſe whoſe profeſs -.a Religion . different from ours, That 
being ſo, I afſure.my (elf, of your being perſuaded, + that one and- 


the ſame Religion. cannot inſpire thoſe: who profeſs it, with. 
ſentiments thatare. contradictory, and, with aa. abſolutely oppq- - 


ſite Conduct and deportment. . 


There may be ſome.in the World, who would fay, That in--. 
tereſt of State obliged the Palatinate,the.City of Geneva, and your. 
Cantons, to proceed one way, and that the. ſame intereſt of State. 
obliges the Vnited Proinces to take a quite different Courſe, in.. 
the ſame caſe, and upon. the ſame Occaſion. But Fdo not imagine, . 


that you,,approve that ſtrange Maxim of ſome Politicians, . who. 


accommodate Religion to the Intereſt of State 3. and T hope, you . 


will acknowledge, that they,. who do fo, have not any at all. . At 


the very time that our Religion was eſtablifſh'd by a publick De- - 


cree, Liberty of Conſcience was alfoſolemnly: contirm'd, by. the Uni- 


on ofUtrecht.Nay-it is-expresfly granted; That,as to matter ofReligj- - 


an, Every Seigyory or Province, ſhould make ſuch regulation as it. 
ing to its own cuſtomes, It is therefore, manifeſt, . 


thought. fit, accor | 
That the united Provinces cannot be ſaid to be of the Reformed Re- 


lizion, according to the Calviniftical way, but only from that time, - 


and by Reaſon of the Regulation which they made in the Year 


1583. But if, -as I think. I have evidently made it appear, the - 


States have. no other ground than. that,from which they may have 


the demoaination- of being of the Reformed Religion, mcthinks T + 


my 
** 
4 


ſhall without much ado,. make it further appear to you, that they , 


have.not anyat all. 


. If then the. Decree they made, by which- it was expresſly or- 
daincg,. That there ſhould .not be the permiſſion of ay Rn | 
amongſt them, but of qurs only, does . juſtly giye them the _ 

| _ 
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*they have hitherto obſerv'd, in a confiant PraQtice of what ob wwe 
- contrary to the Ordinance, does, if I miſtake not, deprive them 
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- of a Jtate ef that Reformed Religion, the continual Condu& which 


% 


of the Name, which they pretended to, by its Eſtabliſhment. I 
do not think, Sir, that you will undertake to maintain, That for 
a State to be of our Reformed Religion, it needs do no more, than 
make a Decree, by which it declares a Reſolution to profeſs it, 


- and not to p:rmit in its Territories the Exerciſe of any other Re- 


ligion 4 when. inſtead of a ſincere Accompliſhment'of what had becn 
rc{olved by its Decree,jt is ſo far from performing of any thing of 


 it,that it a&s direly contrary thereto. I donot imagine you will 


pretend, That State to be of. our Religion, by Virtue of a e, which 
it makes,and never did put in Execution, You will tell me,That 
the States-General are of our Religion, becauſe they affirm ic, and 
make a publick Profeſſion thereof. And I, on the other, fide, 
maintain, that That is not ſufficient, for their aſſuming a name 
which they do not deſerve, ſince they deſtroy the external Profeſ(- 
Gon they make of it, by a PraQtice quite oppoſite, and very odious 
toall thoſe of the Religion. If they permitted in their Country 


- but one or two Religions, whoſe Sentiments were not much diffe- 


rent from ours,and that in fome of the leſs principal,and leſſer im- 
portant Points, there wculd be no great Cauſe for men to won- 
derat it. It might be urged, That Prudence -and Charity oblig'd 
them, to have ſome Complyance for Chriſtians, who, as to the 
Principal Part, retain the ground-work of Faith, though they 
have not reccived ſuch Illuminations from God, as might create 
a Bclief of all our Myſteries. But is there any thing in the World 
ſo (urprizing , as our finding , That the States give an un- 
limited liberty to all Sorts of Religions, infomuch, That 'in the 
very Province of Holland, there are more diſcover'd and acknow- 
ledgd Seats, than there are in all the other Parts of Exrope, and 
that there-is not ariy Maſter-Heretick, who has a mind to frame a 
n:wSe&, but is there kindly received, - to teachand propapate his 
Religion, and to make a publick Profeſſion thareof? ft 


Some Years fince, Fohn Labadie, the Apoſtate, having been 
depos'd and excommunicated by the Wallon-Churcher of this 


* 


Country , addreſſed himſelf 'to' the © Heer Van © Benniingben ., 


deſiring to be taken into his Prote@ion , | 'Van Bewnihghen makes 
him this Anfwer, That as long as be wat willing 46 continne inthe 
| TP F Ws Ar: Communion 
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Communion of zhe Walloon-Churches, be was oblig'd to ſubmit to 
#beir. Ordinances and Diſcipline ;. but that if be would. frame s new 
Seb, . be ſhould participate of the Proteftion which the States gramed - 
to all ſorts of Religions, I do not queſtion but you know the ſaid 
perſon, and are, doubtleſs, able to-judge, That it was not out 
of any Scruple of Conſcience, that he thought it not conyenient,to 
eſtabliſh his Se in this Countrey, He had amongſt his Devores, 
the Illuftrious Gentlewoman, Mrs. Afary de Schurmans, and other 
young Ladics,of more than ordinary quality 3 but being in ſome 
Fear,. That their Relations might get them out, of his Society , 
which began to be cry'd down, and to appear very ſcandalous 3 
he thought it his better way, to Ccttle himſelf elſewhere, with his 
ſanQtif:d. Company of both Sexes, whom he took along with him, 
Had he thought ic convenient,to make his Abodeiin this Country, 
he would have augmented the Number of Seats, which have their 
ERabliſhment here, and made ſome Additions to the Religions, 

which have a publick L'berty in theſe parts. 


_ - But though this Liberty of Conſcience, is of ſo great a Latitude 
as I have told you, yet.I am in ſome ſuſpenſe, whether you know 
it to be. fo comprehenſive, as to extend to the countenancing and 
proteQing of thoſe Hereticky, whom you would ſentence to death, 
if they-were amongit you. This 1 am Catified you know, That, 
above a hundred years ago, your Canton, and the Republick of 
Geneva, condemned Michael Servetus, and Scipio Gemilis, to be 
bunt alive, for the. erroneous Opinions they held, concerning 
tte Trinity. The principal Errours, upon which they. were In- 
dicted, are much the ſame, or, at leaſt, are not more dange- 
rous, than thoſe which the Socinians maintain, upon the ſame 
Myftery. of Chriſtian Religion, ' Do:you not then wonder at the: 
extraordinary differcace there is, between the ConduQ obſerv'd 
by your. Canton, and the Republick, of Geneva, towards thoſe two 
ancient Hereticky,, and that which the States obſerve, in reference 
to the Socinians, who propagate the Came Herefies, or others that 
axe equally pernicious ? Geneva, 'and your Canton could not en- 
.dure the one, Servetws; and the other, Gentilir, and paſs'd their 
Judgment, that they both deſerv?d death. The States. General do, 
,withy ut.any:Scruple, : ſuffer a great number of Socinians, moſt of 
whom. arc born and brought up amongſt them, and never had the 
leaſt thought of doing them: any barw, upon the ſcore of their 
Rcligion, ; Your 
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Your Canton, and the City of Geneva would have thoughe 
themſelves guilcy of a great Crime againſt God, if they hid nor, 
 bydeath, taken off theſe two Hereticks, who hcld ſuch firange Er- 
ours, againft the Divinity of Feſxs Chriſt, But the Srates-Gene- 
ral would think they had committed a great Sin 2gainſt God, if 
they ſhonld put any of the Socinians to death, whatever their Er- 
rours may be. Your Cantons, and the City cf Geneva, thought 
themſelves cb'ig'd in Conſcience, out of their zeal for the Glory 
of God, and Chriſtian Religion, to take all the Courſes imagina- - 
ble, for the ſmothering of thoſe Herefies, which are ſo deſtruQive 
to our Principal Myſteries, The States-Gexeral have, on the con- 
trary, done all that Jay in theis Power, 'to countenance and toim- 
prove them. | | | 


- Not many years ago, the Books cf the Socinians were very 
ſcarce, Amongſt thoſe which had come forth into the World, as 
they had been printed in very remote places, and but very few 
Copies had bten taken off, ſo were there not any to be had, but 
at very dear Rates 3 nay moſt of them were not to be had at al}. 
The States-General have out of their ſpecial Favour and \Indul- 
'gcnce; and out of an unparallePd tenderneſs of Conſcience, fourd 
out a Remedy for that inconvenience, To fatisfy the Socinians, 
and thoſe who were dcfirous to become their Proſelytecs, they have 
permitted the works of Four of their principal DoQors to be prin- 
ted, at Amſterdam; to wit, thoſe of Socinus, Crellixs, Slichtingi- 
ns, and Wolfogenius. 


At this very time, there is publickly ſold at Amftcrdam, that 
\Library of the Socintans, in Eight Volumes, in folio, which coſis 
but a hundred Gmwilders, Not many years fince, two hundred 
Piſtols would not have purchaſed” one ww of thoſe Works, which 
at preſent may be had altogether for leſs than ten. True it'is, That 
not long fince, there was burnt at Amfterdam, a certain book of 
the Socinians ; but it was done, no doubt, upon the very Intreaty 
of William Bleax, for whem it had been printed. Not many dayes 
after that publick Execution, he-publickly expos'd- the very ſame 
Book to ſale, and the more to recommend:the ſale of it, and to 
enhaunce the Price of it.he had got an Advertiſement put-into the 
'Title-Page, that it was the very ſame Book, which had © been, by 
Order of-the States, condemn'd- to be publickly. burat, by the 
hand of the common Exccutioner. L 
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. TI queſtion notgbut you bave had the relation,or haply you your 
felf remember it very well, how that not much above Forty years 
ago, the Magiſtrate of Geneva cauſed Nicholas Anthony aMinilter 
at Divonne, in the Balliage of Gex, to be burnt alive, upon a dif- 
covery made, of his being a Few. The Twclve Articles, which 
he ſigned, and upon which an Indi&mcnt. was drawn up againſt. 
him,make it evidently app-ar,that he did not belicve any one of our 
Myſteries of the Incarnation,andDeath of Jeſus Chrift,for the Sal- 
vation of men,| and that he expeRed the coming of Jeſus*Chrift, 
as the Jews d9 expe him, for their Deliverance, and the Eſta- 
bliſhment of a Temporal Kingdom upon Earth. -*No doubt bit - 
you know, that the Fews are very numerous in this Country 3 
that they have an abſolute Liberty, and their Synagegue, in which 
they make thcir Aﬀemblies for the Service of God, and that there 
nevcr was the leaſt Thought of drivigg them hence,or putting any 
one of them to death. | = 
You know alſo, better than Tdo my ſelf, what you did at Berxe, 
in reference to ſome Mennoxites, who were found in your Terri- 
toiies, They gave them the dreadful name of Anabaptifts, pur- 
poſely to-render them odious, and abominable to.all your people. 
You calt them into'P:ifon, and you there kept them a long time, 
out of the Zeal you had for your own Religion, and the averſion + 
you had to theirs;" nay, for, a certain time, you would not ſet 
them at liberty, in order to their departure, with what they had, 
into ſome other Pats, But at laſt, you granted them that Favour, 
 andit is not unlikely, that you did it upon the Intreaty of the 
"Magiſtrate of Roterdam,. who writ to you a very prelling Letter 
.on their Behalf, .Some years before, the Canton of Schasfhouſe, 
had alſo baniſh'd out of their Tcrritories, certain . Mennonites, - 
-and thought they had done, them a kindneſs,, in permitting 
them-'to - take along with them -what | cfiQs. they had,, 
into ſome other -parts. Nay, I- have been. alſo aſſured, that not 
\many Years fince, acertain:\Number of M:#nenites being, to their 
-Misfortune, found in the Canton of Zemrich, they were taken in- 
to cuſtody, and had indiatments' drawn up againſt them, on 
' theſe two Capital Crimes. 4 
There wereat that time ſome Companies. raiſing, upon ſome 


extraordinary occalion which 'the Magiſtrates had, for the ſnjovy 
| | | | | of - 


39 
6f the Country. The Mennoxites would have excuſed themſ.clves, 
from- being liſted in thoſe Companies, alledging, That the'y 
did not bclieve a Chriftian covld, with a good Conſcience, bear 
arms, upon any occaſion whatſoever. They ' preferr'd however, 
voluntarily to lay down what money ſhould be required of them, 
for the payment of ſuch Perſon, as might be put in to ſerve in 
their ſtead. They wculd moreover engage them to oblige them- 
{cives - by Oath, to be faithfull to the State, and to obey their 
 Magiftrates. . Th:y acknowledged, That they were in Cenſcicnce, 
oblig'd to that Daty, and that they ſhould be very careul in the 
diſcharging of it ; They promis'd to do fo, and declard, that they 
conceiv'd themſelves as deeply engag'd, by their bare word, as if 
they had confirm'd ic with a folcmu_ Qath 3, But that they could 
not be induc'd to take any, for this Reaſon, that they believed, 
that Feſus Chriſt had commanded ſuch. as  profeſs'd Chriſtia- 
nity, (imply to ſay, Tea, for the affirming of a thing. and Nay, 
for the denying of it, expresſly.forbidding them. to ſwear, upon 
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any occaſion whatſoever. . 


' The Magiſtrate of Zzrich, judging that thoſe ewor -Errours - 
were pernicious to the State, paſs'd this Order againſt the Au- 
thors thereof, That within Fifteen dayes, they were to depart out of * 
Switzerland, and to remove thence all their Effets, and Concerns, 
or abjure their Doftrine, be ready to take- their Oaths, and to take wp + 
Arms, if the Magiſtrate commanded any ſuch thing , And if any one 
did-not obey this Order, that he ſhould be taken, and baniſh'd, after - 
be bad receiv'd a ſevere Chaſtifment byWhipping ;, If he were taken a < 
. © ſecond time,That he ſhould be whipped again,and that afier be bad been 
burnt with an bot Iron on the Sbowlder, be ſhould be again ſentenc'd to - 
Baniſhment ; but if he were takgn the third time, he was to be brought . 
$0-the Magiftrate as-a Rebel, and ſo to be put to death; But all the 
Cities of this Netherlandiſh Country are full of thefe Mennonites, 
who have their publickAſſemblies,and an ab Liberty of Exer- 
ciſing their Religion. Nay, there is at Amſterdam, That Ghriftopber -- 
Sandius,, of whom I have heretofore ſpoken to you, who. makes 
an-open and publick Profeition . of bcing an. Arrian, and hc has 
many Diſciples. . | 4 


Tftherefore you will ſeriouſly 'examine the thing, I think you 
will: mect with but little Encouragement, .to maintain > That. 
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thoſe Governments, which follow ſo contrary a. Practice, ' cne 
to the other , upon a matter of Fat ſo important, Re- 
ference to Religion, can, in the. mean time, be of the ſame Re- 
ligion. Ido not Imagine, that you will approve of what ſome 
atirm, upon this occaſion, That mn things which are indifferent, 
two States may demean themſelves, the ane, this way, and the other, 
that way, and be both in be mean time of the ſame Religion, 


Things indifferent, as to praQticability, are, if I am not miſ- 
taken, ſuch as may, or may not be done, or be done after one 
manner, or after another quite differeat manner, yet, all. with- - 
out offending God. But I am not cafily to be perſuaded, that 


' the things we now ſpeak of can be called Indifferext. For I pray, 


tel] me, Was it not well done by your Magiſtrate, and by that of 
Genevs,when they burnt theſe two ancient Hereticks. and this laſt 
F:w? Ifit was well done, it was not therefore a thing Iediffe- 
rent, and they could not have omitted the doing of it, with- 
out offending God, If they did-well in their procedure , mce 
thinks you cannot deny but that the Dutch do very ill, in tole- 
rating and protc&ing the Socinians, who, as to the. main, hold 
the ſame Errours, as thoſe ancient H:-recicks 3 unleſs you would 


. haply affirm , That there are ſome things in reference to Re- 


ligion, which may be done after one way in Switzerland, and at 
Geneva, and after another way in the Low-Countries, For, I can- 
not comprehend, how one and the ſame Religion, can incline 
ſome of thoſe, who profels it, to do things direaly contrary to 
thoſe which the others do. | | | 


" "Moreover, I do not think, that you will be ſo confident, as 
to affirm, that it was a thing indifferent, for your Magiſtrate, 


and. for him of Geneva, to put thoſe two unfortunate Hereticks to 


death. You have too great a reſpe& for your Lords , and 
Superiours, to charge them with the Odium of (o rigorous an 
Execution, if they had not. been thereto oblig'd by the Precepts 
of cheir Religion. If the Magiſtrates of the Low-Coumries are 
of the, {ume Religion, as yours, why does it not induce them, 
to follow the ſame Practice, in reference to the ſame Hercticks, 
or others, who are yet more dangerous ? ES, 
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_ Tn.ſhoity 1, would make, this, Interrcgatory to; you, Reverend 
is Tot -ie:ment wa Long Fikols MaeArares, who arc of 
.Opmicn, That no Man ought tobe troubled, or moleſted upon 
the ſcoge.of, Rigg 988, Thar, al}, Chriſtians, ought; to be tolc- 
Tated, whatever di agreeing * .n{uments they. may, have, upoa 
that Acccunt 2 Itfthae were ſome of them amongſt you, 1do not 
«cli: ve you weuld- receive th.m into your Communion; atlealt, 
thus far I am aſſur'd, Th:t, according, to youg., awn Principles, 
'you qught-not to receive them. H..w.then, can, you be-.of a Pcr- 
fuaſion, That theMagiltrates of the Vn:ted Netberlands are of the Re- 
Formed Religion, propealy ſo called; whemas, if they were at Ge- 
neva, Or in Cantons, you cannot ada.it, them. to communicate 
with you? You. know , that Monſieur @. Hmiſſeax:, , Paltcr 
of the, Church cf - Saxmar , vas ſome yeurs ſince, depos'd.» 
and ; excommunicated, , by. ths Synod...of the; Proyince, for 
the Book, which he had fubl {h'd, for: the, Tolerarion. and Re- 
Union. of. Chriſtians, Though. 'I have read it, yer cannot Icall 
to mind, all the Maxins, whch he 'advances and maintains. 
Mean time this IWn afſurcd of, : That he dots not adviſe a 

reater , Tolcration of Chriſtians, than what: the,: States-General 
Jo FO Ru, grant Which is 25 much as to fav, . That the 
' Magiſtrates of theſe Countries, have timg out; of migd, ; practis'd 
that which that - Miniſtcs has. taught, . by; tke: Book;! which he 
writ ſore yeais firce, If it be fo, I cnnot- imagine the Mi- 
nifter ſhould be mare in Fault, than. they are;3 fince-he has of- 
fended only by his Writings, and the Magiſtzates are, eff. ual 
Offenders. They have b-en the Do:rs of the Miſchicf , and he has 
cen but the Teacher of .it, and,, pollibly induc'd theretayby their 
Example. If you are of Opinion, That the, ſid-Mipiſter | was 
ulily, and- legally excommunicated; you uſt certainly be guil- 
ty of a ſtrange Partiality, if you allow the Nan:e of your good 
Brethren in | Feſw Chriſt , to ,the. Magiſtratcs of the Lomw- 
Conmries,. wt.0, for theſe hundred yecrs- paſt, have committed 
the Evil fir which that. Minificx hath ben; cxcommunie 
cated, though, hc bad not; dane .it,, 2nd. but4 cnly epprovid 
the Doi: g of it. If therefore, you cannot own thum tor Bree 
thres, nor admit them /.to the purcicipation of the Commu» 
pion . with you, according to the Maxin's of yur. own Rcli- 
gion and Diſcipiines ,* can it enter 'into your. Eelaf, That 
, bye external Profettion which they make of your Religion , is 
"re T G ſufficient 
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belag of it, as welt - 
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ut ol Magiſtrates did acquit theinſdvesof the*Devoir, 
whereto the Reformed Religion dots particularly oblige Magiſttates, 
I ſhould make no difficulty to grant them the Privilege of Actrh- 
buting to the State which they govern, the Name of the Religt- 
on which they profeſs,” I believe, you will grant me, That the 
Reformed Mtgiftratcs,' arc, 'after the Example ot your Cantons, ob- 
ligd to obfiru@ the Eftibliſhment, and publick Exerciſe of falſe 
Religions. and the Migiſtrates' themſelves of '*the Low-Comntries 
carinot be ignorant, of what their own Confcflion of Faith, 
review'd, and approv'd by the Synod of Dors, preſcribes to 
them; upon this occaſion. The xxxvi. Article, in which men- 
tion is made of Magiſtrates, faics expresfly, That it 5s their Duty, 
20 remove Tdolatry,” and he folfe feruice of Gott, to endeavour the 
'\deftruGion of Antichriſt , and' to aduance the Kingdom. of | Teſus 


T cannot imagine therefore, that you ſhould' endeavour to-. 
-maintain, That the States-General do conſcientiouſly acquit therg. 
ifelves of - what they are' olig'd to by their charge of 'Mag[- 
Fracy, 'after what F have ſaid to. you, of the Liberty , 'and 
. "Indulgence they grant, to. ſo. many different Se&ts, which, by 
"their | erroneous opinions , ſubyere the principal Myſtery: of- 
our own Religion. 


If you confult -your own Sentiments, and thoſe of 'your 
Collegues', and of all your Minifttrs, and if you follow the: 
PraQtice of -all your ' own Charches, you are ovlig'd to exclude 
out of your Communion all thoſe: Magiftrates, who give 
- that Liberty to all forts of Seas and Perſuafions. How then 

can you think, that thoſe Magiftrates, whom the Oxdinances: 
- of your-own Churches permit not to- communicate with you, - 
can give the- Name of your Religion, to the State which they 
govern ? Nay there are Tome Magiftrates, at Amſterdam , and 
Rotterdam; 'two of the principal, and moſt 'weatthy Cities of 
"Holland, who 'make- a pnblick and. open Profeſion,. of their 

being dHyminianc. na: wh 
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way through your Caoug i. I kngw not whether the worſt that 
anight happen to him, would be, a Denyal of Reception into 
your Communion, wy” Fatr oO ont 


Upon theSumming; op therefore of all I have ſaid t6 you, I am 
apt to think, that you cannot ſill have the ſame Opinion of the 
States-General, and continue your calling them a Holy and ſar- 
Cify'd Republick Could you repreſent to your (elf that firange 
party-colour'd, Chequer-work, of Religion, which is' to be ſeen in 
tho'e Countries, I ſhould hardly believe, that could Ape” 
any longer, m the good Sentiments you have-for this. State. 
am ready to acknowſedg, That the Proteſtants are oblig'd to is, 
for the liberty they have, to live there, without any fear, in the 
exerciſe of Religion. But are not all forts of Heretick _— 
oblig'd to. it, for the liberty they have;- tor 

the exerciſe of their Religions? If this State has been a Sandtne. 
ary to thoſe of the Reformation, all Hereticky have alſo found re- 
ſuge there, as well as the others, 


In the General Diet held in Poland, in the Year 1658. it was 
Order'd, by a Pablick Decree, That all the Socinians ( who were 
very numerous in that Country, and had their Principal Seat 
there ) ſhou!d be ſent away thence, and that, after ſome time al- 
low?d them for the diſpoſal of their Eſtates, they were to be for 
ever baniſh'd thence, The States-General did charitably receive 
all thoſe amongſt them, who took refuge in this Country and 
it is particularly ſince that time, that they have notoriouſly in- 
crea'd, and multiply'd. If this State be the School of the Refor-= 


med Party, it is in like manner- the School, the Damme, and the 


Nuzſery of all Hereticks, Nay, I amin Gas ſuſpenſe, "whether 
it Way not be jufily maintain'd, That Chriftian . Religion bas re- 
ceiv'd more detriment, than advantage, by the eſtabliſhment of this 
State? And poflibly, for the ſawe intereſt of Chriſtian Lo 
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$ | : | | - 
Reverend Sir, 


FE F [am not miſtaken, Thave, by irrefragable reaſons. proved, 
I| That the States-General cannot be ſaid to be cf the Reformed 

Religion. But you will ſay, If they are not of our Religion, 
what Religion may they be faid to be of 4 I muſtconfeſs they 
are of the Reformed Religion, if, to b: ſo, there needs no more, 
thar- an. external profeflion of it, no more, than. to have ordain'd, 
by a publick Decree, That our Religion ſhould be the: Rejigion of: 
State, and that all thoſe, w':o would have any concern inthe Go- 
vernment, ſhould make publick profeſlion: thereof, and that there- 
ſhould be publick Schools for the Teaching, of it. If theſe things. 
make a ſufficieat Title to the Reformed Religion, this State is doubt-- 
leſs of that Relig on. But if, as I think, I have made ir ſuthciently: 
appear , This State follows a- praQice quite contrary to all: 
Governments of. that Religionz and does, by its Conduct, and its: 
own Confetſion of Faith, and the public Decree, whereby it clia- 
blifh'd our Religion to be-the Rel: ion of State, deliroy that very Re-- 
ligion let: what. wilt: be ſaid, I maintain, That this State isnot of- 
our Religion, but only as to the denomination,and not in effect; 


If you are pleas'd to remember, Reverend Sir, what T have hi-- 
therto told y: uall-atong, you will find it manifeſt, That as Lib-rty 
of Conſcience was eſtabliſhed by the ti1ſt Ordinances which they made 
C | in thts Country ;, ſo-it may be.faid, wit') reafon, That thiz- Scare 
conſonantly to its own Principles, is, and ought to be, of call Relig: 
ons, Andif it beof ol} Religions, it may well be faid; Thatit has 
not any particular Religion, nor indeed that it has not any-at all. 
True it:is, That there is one ot them, which is vzry c>mman to 
moſt of the Inhabitants of the Country, to wit, thar cf Avariee, 
which the Scriptuxe, calls Tdolatry. Mammon has a valt nu berof 


Votaries,. 
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Votaries, in'theſe parts, and, there is no queſtion to bemade, of 
his bing better. ſerv'd here, than the true God is by moſt Chriſtians, 
TF we conſider the whote-conrfeof Life, amongft the Durch;-as ak - 
:{o the earneſtneſs, and application, wherewith they are addicted to 
"Commerce, we cannot forbear acknowledging, That the only deſign 
they ſeem to» have, 1s'togrow rich, and heap.yp Money,” ; There 
comes into mymind; upen this-occafion,- what'Þ readbin an Ttalian 
Relation, of a certain Voyage of the Datch; That being come into | 
the Cities of Fapan, out of which there had been an expulſion of 
all the Chriſtians, and che Inhabitants of the Country having ask'd 
them, whethey they were' Chriſtians they confidently anſwer'd , 
. Siamo Holandefi, non Siamo Chriftiani, We are Hollanders, we are 
not Chriſtians, And indeed their deportment fince, as well in the 
Indies, as in ſome other remote places, makes it evidently appear, 
that they are cxtreamly concern'd for the advancement of their Com« 
merce, and not any thing at all, for thatof Religion, 


All other ſorts of Chriſtians, 'as well Roman-Catholicks, as Pro- 
teſtants ( the Dutch orily excepted, if they-may:be admitted among 
th: latter ) make the Colonies they have, in thoſe remote parts of 
the World, promofive to the advancement of Chriſtian _ 
by cauſing it to be Preached to the Infidels. This we fee praftic'd 
by the Catholicks, withiſo great Zeal, by the great number of Miſ- 
tionaries, whom they ſend into the Eaſt and Weſt-Indies, and into 
the Tark;/þ Empire, to Preach the Goſpel, and to Convert thoſe 
People, tocheFaith of Feſus Chriſt. Nay this is alfo done by the 
Engliſh, 'who ſend Miniſters of the Goſpel, into all parts where 
they have Colonies, and order all the Dire&ors of their Companies, 
not to ſpare any thing, for the advancement of Chriſtian Religion, 
and the conveslion ot Intidels, And fo indeed, as well the Catho- 
licks as the Proteſtants, 'make Uſe of Commerce, as of a means, to 
adv-nce the'Religion of Jeſas Chriſt, and to bring thoſe 1do/atrous 
People to his Faith. |. : 


But the Dazch, on the contrary , out .of a deteſtable impiety, 
arc abſolutely. negleAtul of all the Intereſts of Religion, in the-In- 
dies, in the Levant, and other Places, where they have great Colo- 
nics, that they may do nothing prejudicial to the Intereſts: of their 
Commerce. They give expreſs and peremptory Orders ' to the Di- 
reRors of their Companies, and: the Commanders of great Places, 
to hinder the Unbclieving Inhabitants of tholggarts, from-coming 


> to 
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£5 » the knowledg of 'the Myſteries of Chriftian Religion, and being 
Coe to the'Fairh'of Jeſus Chriſt. 'It is their perfuaſion, That 


ome amongſt choſe People, 'were once become Chriſtians, they 
it, By the Coriverfation they ſhodld Have with other Chriſtians, 


" come to the knowledg of that grand Myſtery of Commerce, and de- 


prive them of ſome part of their Trade, would rather (ee 
all thoſe People Perifh eternally in their Ig , than to ſee their 


*Eyes open'd, by the iltuminations of ' Heaven, and that they ſhould 
{hare with them ih the advantages of 'their Commerce; Is 'it not 'a 


horrid thing, that the confideration of a Temporal Intereſt and 


Concern, ſhould ſtifle all' Sentiments of Piety, Charicy, "and the 


Zeal they ought to have, for the advancement ofMbriſtian Reli- 


- gion, ina fort cf people, who would paſs for Chriſtians, nay, pre- 


eend to be of that diviſion of Chriſtians who afſume the Title of 


We need only take an Obſervation of their Condut; in thoſe 


'Countries, to make a difcovery, that they take not the leaſt care in 


the World for the ſettlement of Religion there, and that'the only 

rm they have to mind there, is to fee their Commerce in a flou- 
riſhing candition. You will be fully ſatish'd'of the'truth of what 
I tell you, when you ſhall have underſtood ſome of the remarkable 
ARions, which the Dutch have done in the Cities of Japan, 'and'in 
fore other Cities of the Eaſft-Indies. 


There were inthe Tertitories of the Emperor of Fapan, many 
Portugueze-Meychants, and a very great number of perſons born in- 
the Country, who were Chriſtians, and: had been converted by the 
Teſwits, and other Catbolick-Emiſſaries. The Dutch, who do all 
they.can, to be alone in thofe remote places, and to-getall other 
Erropean Natives out of them, that all the Trade may be at'their ſole- 
diſpoſal, found a means to make all the Roman-Catbolicks odious to: 
the Emperor, that ſo he might have an. occaſion to 'Banitlv them out 


"of his Dominions. To that end, they inform'd him, ' that: thoſe 


i 


w 


Catbolicks had the Pope for their' Head, to whom'they render'd an 
implicice obedience, ſofar, as that he' did-diſpenle with,” and dil- 
charge” them of that ſub;e@qion which they ought to their lawful 
Sovereigns. Conſequently to-this, they repreſented to that Prince, 
that it was dangerous fog him, to have in his Country fo great a 
uimber of Subjetts, * who acknowledging Uſewherei:a-Soveteign: 
Power, {uperior'to his;/ might," uponthe reception- of. ſucks a _ 
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The Emperor of Fapan finding the Dmtch ſo well inclin'd, was of 
-Qpinicon;; That he had no cauſe to be afraid of them, though they 
were Chriſtians, (ince they promis'd to live at ſuch a Rate, as if, in 
effect, they -wcre not ſuch. He thcreupon. permitted . them to, live 

4-1 his Territories, © upon the conditions, which chey had propos'd 
;themfilves. The Dutch; who never exccuted any Treaty, when it 
_ a+ more for their advantage to violate it, did very Sincerely and 
Religiouſly obſerve this with the Emperor of Japan, becaule it is 
- defiruftive to the Intereſts of Religion, and highly  benchicial to 
them-upon the ſcoxe of Trade., They lave ever fnce Liv'd,.. and 
-ftill dg Live, in;the Dominions:of that Yrince, without. the. per- 
. formance of any Fun&ion, of God's Service, without Faving the 
' Bible, or any other, Godly Book, or Treatiſe of Picty, for the do- 


ing of their Devotions in private, 


c 


of theſe Tranſactions of She ;}mebg tin thoſe remore Parts. - 
"RUSS | * Co 


2 


But.l am withal to i&}| you, ,,Reverend Sir. NT. 


* 
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Ie is that Author's deſign, in his Treatiſe, calle#'7 rafts 


b:ar-performitig! cheiexerciſe thereof, - * From "whence it may, be 
017 31411 YO bþ £.219Þ9 10: Hit 2670 7 $9503. PIDIEBIO A -gedac 


BY "3 : ROY —_— 
\ 
PRE TR. OI ED as te bee et 


Joduc's; Fine Ayes Dons; boon ane,  and' LS 
teitzblez | fince:this- Auithory who makkes- an: open profeiſfion of ” 8 | 
thtifme, - maktes'> Uſe-of- ity as- an irrcfragable Reaſon; ':to prove, YN 
That all che'externalServices:of the Chriftiax Religion; ate notat all: I} 
contributory: to, or advancive of ſatisfaction, andthat- men» may be: 
never the leſs bappy, / though they nevermind them. But if, with- | 


qut any.regar#to the Sentiment of: that Atheiſt; you conbder that 8 | 


Adtion in & Gal what could you-imagine in -the World of 
horror, ; than that ome Ghriftian;, whowiculd pats for ſuch as art 
of the Golviniftical way of - Reformation, could cver beindoc'd; to. } 
make an expreſs prohibition, and-an- abſolute retrenchment-of- all: - } 
exexciſe of Religion; to their people, in a. ountry,.. that they may. }- 
there: haye @ quict- exerciſe of -their Trade. And therefore | d hojh, 
Reverend Sir;; that; -however: you may: have .an- over-paſſionate- 
kindneſs:for the: Dutch; yet- you-will not have the conhdence,: to - 
deny their being:/guilty of the: higheſt: impicty;” -in Sacriticing the. 
irs of. Chraitian, on to their Commerce. and Trade and: 
maklog.no no Conſcience, epgeny way conceri: d, to ſec ſoma-- 
ny Perſons liveand Die, without the. exerciſe of any. Religion, as-if: 
they were without: God;and without hope,only.to make an unhappy: X 
prabe by theJolect. their-$ouls,. | - | 


"If you have had: any account. of the dreadful Execution: which: 
Was committed by theſame Dutch, in the Ifland of A4mboyna, in: 
the Year;1622: it is.impoſhbie, but you maſt acknowledg, that there 
is qt, any;confideration of Religion able to,divert thety. fromyhe. 
of. all ſorts'of- Cruelties, when the Niſpute is about itheir- 
intereſt, ..and.profit; ; There were not- Twenty: Eag/iſp-men-in that 

lace, and the Dutch had there a-very: grca; Colony, [and a well: 
ortif'd:Caſile,  with:a good Garriſon-in it: They accus'd:the Eng- 
fx * haviog a deſign - take that Ciſtle, though they had neither 
ner fa orces... They. are taken into cuitody, upon that pre+- 


d' Conſpiracy, >. itheyare interrogated; | not ng amonglt then . 


& S- ay. thing, and there could be no Diſcoveries:made; of * [4 


their being guilty of it. But it- was-for che interett of the Dutchy- 


Company, that they. ſhould be ſo. That-they might-be ender'd. 
ſuch in appe Res ha a, are put to the Tortures - AN -ihe ſeveral: 


Tot 5 ol Water: were.us'd,; to make ther echnowledg, 
; Deco have them to ſay, _ Aﬀter ſome: .relifianee of: 
they were at latt ox <-prelS'd by wa vio-. 

cnee, 


muaintain'd þy 4 publick Authority. maſi:needs- be impious: aud de- ff -- 


| | * though fully:conviri'd of 'the 'Innoceiſte»'of thoſe Priſotiers. |. 


= he Rligini of te Ducdk, | 

ence, und. confels'd white ver: they. delir'd theins-:'>Rut dfren-they 
' hadrecover'd therhfelves:again, : they difown'd all they haddald it 

the midſt ot their Torments' 3 nay when: they wee juftat the poinc 
= Exccution,' ey call'> God —_ CEE _ be» 

ought him to make it appear, - after: they were 

ing toſuffcr.” -He who wasthe Commandee of : that place; ad the 
unjuſt: Judg'who'had:condemn'd them;  were-nothing moy'd 'at; 
- But 
there be'og a neceffity of 'their'Dying; fortheintereſ&of the Dateh 
Company, Nine of the pretended Confpirators | were Executce, 
and-ſome of them/ were fet at Liberty,, who,- returning into Enge 


hs bond, brought thicher che News of that Ciuet: Maſſacre, 


Now, Sir, 4 wolt Gain way liatcyols wopld-ſay of @ few | 
humane and fo barbarous an Action? Will you ftiltaltow thoſe ta 
be good Reformed Chriſtiaus, who make no ſcruple to cut the 
Fhroats of tlicir-Bretbreg, ' profetling the fame Religion us they do, 
for alietle Worldly Goods; and' for their own _—_ 
Fhis Fragical Story, :is-ſ{0 welbknown'all over tho wwortd, that 
therc is-not any. Datthimun dares denyizn Nay atyAmthorief> theio 
oun Natiori, one #4itz2s/ ih his-Buok;} cntituled; Th} 
batant, "pag, 213,212, 213,214, 215;" ' Pranteim-chis Year 1661 7 
gives a very large and particular deſcription of] ft.7 Amd:hei makes 

out 'withat how falſe'; and anlikely' the-Acculation brouphtin 
againſt vhe! Eagliſs was, and confidently affirms) that itwagdran'd,; 
upot: nd otherſcoveg thin that tthey-might/ have a 
_ t&death,;: ſiremnto*theipown hdrids all-the:efieds'of the Tag: 
_—_ -and;«.by char dereftable impoſiyre,” xenderichciiafelves | 

nota all the Trade of "the Molnccots';? 'Amboyng ; "i and 
Banda. 


The Cond laſvinentiond Author, does, in the ſame Book, page 
113. Relate another Story of a greater Cruelty, which the Durch © 


4 b  exercis'd upon the Engliſh, in the Iſland of Bands. ' He ſays, 
'® That the Daich, in order to their becoming Maſters of that Iſland, 


Maſſacred above Forty Engliſh-men, and that, after they had bound 
living Perſons to dead Carkaſles, they caſt them into the Sea, and 
afterwards poſſeſs'd themſelves of what chey had, which amounted 
wo abqvc Fiveand Twenty Thouſand Pounds Sterling, 
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| in the Year 1654. For, the Parliament having 
enccidinto 2 War: againſt them, which, amongſt-othes 
| had thatof 'the/Exccution at Himboyne,u the Dutch gave the! Englifs 
ſeveral Millions of 'Gilders, "foe Goole to ſatishe them for the da- 
mages, they had caus'd/ theme to ſuffer, 'whicir could not have a< 
mounted tonees ſo-great a Suin, - though they had taken away all 
the effe&ts which they had in that Iſland, and depriv'd-them of 
the advantages they might have made by. the Commerce of Thizry 
Years 3 but por alfo by way of Reparation, for the Blood which they: 
had mfr onde egg rom out: ry career a mn ng 


\ Thema be nafiy of wi a gcet Volume, iF'ie b - 1 


—— : to-make a: colleQion, 's. all the Cruel Actions; 
which Dareb have committed-iri the Tides, and cliewhere, ; up» 
onthe purcrintercft of: Commerce; ; But 1 arvapt: cothink; that you 
will-gladly ſparc ze. that Trouble; and will:chink,- oo doubr;” thae 
_ I have faiT enough, and! haply toomuch, , upon:a fubjet which 
is not: 'divettive._ to.:you. - If. then, + aftcr a ſerious reflection upon 
what Þ have entertain'd you withal, you tind;no abatement of the: 
afeian;- which you: had: for the Durch;k: mani acknowledg, That. 
your friendſhip does,”! in fteadinefs,;: ant ſtrength, exceed that of 
any:dther perſon in:the! World: | Andi this gives ſomnc:hopes, that: 
YiatMeatt—ecatngin ts, RS —_— MC, 2s 


Lak you of wy cyer remaining, 
IVA 2:5. 15: Reverend Siri or: 
{ FrEIS # TD1+5. 5? 8; , 4 7 319! 
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The Sinah L E ITE AR 


| Reverend Si ir, 


T . is no finall-afiion to me} that + lu ved 1 
count of ſomethings, concerning the Ditch, which certainly 
muſt haverraig'd in” you ſome diſtuſt agiinftime. _ 'T'amn there- 
* '* fare, out of a putc'fear of feeding or anginentivg ig-refblvid 
to be very carcful; incwaving to-tell you any: hing Fs, 
which may give:you anyperplexity jn reference t& thein,”* Nay,'-1 


am willing. to-make you. ſatisfaGtion'tor alt' I have already faid to 


you... L:acknowledy therefore, to humour yo; 'thit the' Pwr - 
arc as good Chriſtians,” and'as muchof the. tru6 way af 'Refothiation, 


. as you imagine them to-be, that is to fay, the belt in the World. 
| Fhoughic were fo, yet I do not think you "have any 1 


reaſoyy to-cry 
-alt-that are 


outs Arms, Arms, ' as youdb, to excite 
& the. Reformed — rapes Fome-in to their relicf. 

ou-know weil en c CÞtiffh r Majeſty w'inot cn- 
- 6-paby in:s War-againkt them, uponhe matter 6f Religion: but that 

reaſon:of. his cugaging/in it,! -was,) ro chaſtivexheir-ingratirade, 

to mortihe their violence, and t o mach hewibnew LAſM, of pay- 
ing-him the xeſpeRs they owe him, and to-keep-within-the bounds 
of modeſty, and-reaſon.. Were it-a War upon the ſcore of ' Religi- 
0, do you think, .thar the one os the other Branch of theHouſe of 
Auſtriz,that of Gerrrany,and that of Spain, whictvare the'natural EL 


nemies-of oue Religionand whichever have- beenthe: cruel Perſecu- 


tors of 'thaſe wha profeſs ic., would have openly undertaken the 
defence -of the /Dwteb, -inv- this cauſe, againſt the intereſts'of "the 
Catholick Religion ,. ok which:, -+they -make - it their - -oftentati- 
on, That :they are the Pror: ors , and. cf{petially''rhet King of | 


Spain y/ whom, for: that __— the Pape: has onoar'd with 
the Title of- Carholick, Sg, - 


Bat: 
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But to (kew you again, how d 
2cknowledg alſo, That this is a War of Religion. Let us-ſce whe- 
ther it wilTturn to our advantage, to raiſe an Army; -conſiftiig 
only, of Reformed Religion, and 1o-bring 


it into the Serv.ce cf the Dutch. Let us make a computation. of. ” 


all thoſe whq tas. us> end of:all thoſe, who, 'in this caſe 
night be als bes ip BY: 1. ar Few . 
dlcd with that troubleſome diſcrimination, which would -only 
convince us, of the weakneſs of our little Flock.,..and diſcoyer the 
great number of Enemics,- whom we thould : bave'to do - withal. 


1 am Catisfy'd, That a great nun.ber-of good Soldiers might be. 
Lot. out of your Gauror, ;and the etheriProtiftant Cantons, But 1 - 


ably, conccive;, .you-willnotbe offended, if. L'tell you, DYE 
Ve Ebrift hicſelt were; upon Earthz:and bad occafion for. 
'aliftancoptypurFesgs, you would not4ethinrhave: any, unleſs 
 he;wauld be ſure to. ſee. you well paid for themz/ and that he 
(howld; not prevail fo. far-with, you, as that, for his fake, you would 
abalifh, theProverb,i which you have brought imo Vague, Poine 
dirgents fog 4g, S14fſe,: Mo Money, ino- Swifſe;' or as the Eugithh. 
'S«yingihes.its; is Money rakes tbe Mare ts goon (15th agnn, 2 2 3 
81 v2; ©1 *$3 - nd 03001303 wh QSTE. 4739 4 
append, 45 well known, when-the:Chime- 
che >Natch had-under-hand Collicited your 


lrg Woot: ar uatd 53 
_ v: Ap that bt | 
ical Ambaſlador,af 


Cantongg, 

Conjuring &#d. beſceching. yoo ohy ae lotie you wagbt i0>þuve'. fir iyour 
Going =o fo evavameripaine; ty tbeet: Neeofteivs,/donl rolngie: 
Hints Goran en, Rene Jeſus, Chrite> Youcknolwwory 
wp 21 degnuid getrat.izong inyour-Die, was; That you hall 
reſ0]v6d one. ſhguldjbeiafembled;; for theig fakes, thar-you would 
ſpare :{opgefew x«palis, :obferye aFalt; andpraﬀy/-for chejr Preſer- 
vation and Proſpkricys 1Dhatif: icwere x/Watre opory the foore-of 
Religion, whatever Zd&vl you might: have for ieurs, thei Gurbolok 


Coithanh, | having no Jeſs- bor theus;.imm lhould fad mere Soidiers. 


runnigg, out. of the Carbolick Gantans, to maintain the 'Purcy'of 
sbejr Religion, $1an ther: ww.uld-bc Proveftunts ready; to defend che 
Incexelis,of guts. : And as to.fhe quality of the. Soldiers of Swiſſer- 


layd, if[acompttatian nay. - nate ebit, :by tne Sadtefs of rwo . 


Was, one wher-g: 'yauthad abputik4o years'ago.3'anthe orticy, 
about 18 y.ars tince, L am conadent, ,yolk cannor-deay// but rhdt 
the Catbolick Soldiers axe much better, than all thoſe of your Pro- 
| | | teftant 
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efirous I am to pleaſe'you, I will 


nk it were \better,-we 'never med» - 


and had afrvazdebicnadmicted: inco your (Aiſembly, - 


> 
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ant Catiory,. Nay, the Catholicky would have this advantage, 
e chein Pay would cafily come out of the Exchequers ofi Kings 
& P. irices;7 if ehc qeetneo mew] the Jcfence of cheiy* Ris 
. J* { Whezcas yours,;: riot finding any: Froteffant Prince; 'who were 
let. beav-the mag dir them, -| np oriphurprt ag rt 
va Coantry,- and content themielves with the making of Vows; 
[ che preſervation of our Religion. Nay,. tdonot think; charall 
The Princes or Statcs of the Reformed Religion, in Exrope, would be 
a Thien ,0 md dortheir'utmcR,” to keep! up! anArmy' of 
| iren, '- when the ſafety: of our Religion lay ac flake} = 
j } of the\Latberansr, 'becauſe the greateſt part among} 
Y | {ning have ſuch an-animcfity-againſt us; as loudly toafhrm;'' That 
\F they: would _ mnprebvract es Uhr of COIEEY 
| _—— 29 


.* "If again, on the viher r ae; you condiiehy. how many Kings 
by _ Republicks, - and States, there are in Ewr 
; who efs-the: Kowiſly Religion, ' you may all imagine, 
| _—_—— handful, incomparifor of 'tham; fo there is | 
; po that/ we ſhould: be:able-to refit them, if 
Þ they were-onee engagd ima: War againſt us. - Nay, 'if it were an 
| Þ open and dedar'd ar, . rar dane. youwould: 
| on: find the Emperor mare pA. Spain deſtrting the partyof 
the Pretch ,. and Gig with that their oven Religien "The 'Ca- 
{| tholickr have yet another moſt confiderabie. advantage; which would 
extreamly:corrcborate:their Party:againit: ours; * They have the 
Pope, =» m they all. acknowledg to be the: vicble Head of: the 
' I Ghurgh upon Earth, who ramnites thera all-for- theis: Common Itvs/ 
tereſt; and would. with much more Zeal, publifh-a Croiſadoagaintt 
us, then ever he did: aoy: againſt-the Twrks, And indeed; hechas 
xeaſon to have a greater animoſity againſt'us; | than again all the: 
wbdlievivg; people in the World: As: he pretends to be:the:Spi-= 
ricual Head of all Ghyſtians, {0 he conſiders thoſe who do notace 


& knowledg him, - as revolted. Subjets,- and Rebels to his Empires 
7 [whereas te.looks on the Tawks and. Heatbens, as'Strangers, who 
"Ie outof his Juriſdition, and not within: the cxtent of hisSu- 


| perintendencys 
And as: '&\ — is MOXe: FRF againſt his: Subjetts yho 


Ve 


EE ST A EE rr nn Fe rw 
have-revoltcd from the obedietice: they owe hirm,. then again$} fore | -- 
> the' Pape fuifers the Fenir jw-his> Territories] and} would never 


% 


_ nels to exterminate thim'# + 


F 


peimit-dny of the Refined Rerfoeſion,/ to harbour fin-theds.” His |; 
Pontifical \ Digaiy -will-inot fuffcr him, 'everto'-be recontifd ta. |; 


thoſe, /who. dixe&ly ſhock the' authority, which-he pretends to} 


have over albChriſtians.. - | 
© You: may ſec: by: this; the 


« 133 ©7603} SH 
danger, /\into which thoſe: of 


out Religion.would be raluc, if your Zeal could [enfflmeitherd F'- 
our-of the 'Dateb,; :Nay,'I-leave | _ 
177 whether ic is any: fault of yours, if + 

your inconfiderate Zeal has not excited the Catholickg, to fall ypot F- 


far, a8 fe-make a Party, i 
it:to' your own Judg 


thoſe of our Reformed Religion, in thoſe places, where theylye: exs 
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pos'd to their mercy, and that they have not made it their buſi F: 
Y mee 5 2ffio 9759 7 [7 


' But if your Zeit, without Knowledg; be injurious to all-thoſk 


of the Reformed Religion in general, it is alſo very-prejudicial to: ; 


. _ -, 
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all your own: Proteftant-Cantons, and to your Allics in-particular; 


your ſelf, Reverend Sir, in the City of Berne, and aK your Mini- 
fiers, within the Extent'of your Government, -were-continually 


cajoling the people by their Seditious S:rmons, to make an-Inſur- | 


xeion againſt thoſe of- your Magifirates; who had given .their 
judgment, That there ſhould be'a' Regiment of men granted to 
the moſt Chriſtian King out:of your Canton; '-If men would. have 
belicv*d you, and 'all- the Minifters of: your! Country-Villages, ie 
muſt have been accounted a very horrid: Crime in you, to ſoffer 
your Soldiers to-be employ'd in a War-againſt your beloved. Bre- 
thren'in Feſus Chriſt, the Dutch; Twas this gave occaſion to your 


| Aﬀoon asever you'ſaw'the' firſt breaking ouc of this Warj You || 


Maziftrate, diftraQed by your Pulpit-bawling:and by the clamours | 
of the multitude, whom you had—inflan'd into an Inſurretion, | 


to 'write unſcaſonable Letters upon Letrers, tothe Officers of your Þ 
Regiment, fraught with tcrrib!e menaces, if they Frvd is this | 
War againſt the United Provinces, Nay, you thought it not enough | 
to put in a Charge againſt your own Canton, upon the account 


of its havitg granted Forces to his molt Chriftian Majeſty, and his 
not-preveniting their being employ'd-again} the Dutch; but: you 
3, 1 mu 
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__ che Kings Aﬀalrs, and much-rets 
n - Ge Perſons in the Counccl of that Canton 


ie, 28 if that reſufal of their Forces 


{A 


gueſis. And yet it is certain, in the 


had promis'd to 
Chriftion King required of 
upon this , that beſides: his being a 

devoted to the D#tocb, cyer fince his recep:ion of 
a Preſent from them; when he fojourn'd in this Country, he was 
out of hopes of getting the Command of a Gompany for, one of 


| But 


his own Relations, that he might make ſome advantage thereby. 


Reaſon. It is no wonder t 


- 


nt your 
Two Cantons, for the 


- But, as to the Canton of Zurich, I muſt acknowledg it to.be. 
powerful, and thit it.might have rais'd ſeveral Companies of 
| as png I know alſo, That its Councel coofifts of Per- 
of very good worth, ſuch as have Wit, and Honour, Vi- 
gour,and Conſtancy, if the thing had depended upon them ; and 
they knew their own. Intereſt much better, than to have dee 
ny'd his Moſt Chriftien Majeſty the Forces he had required of them, 
Bue- the miſchief of it; as you know, is, That they are not the. 
abſolute Maſters, The Sovercign. Authority lies in the hands 
of the Councel of Two Hundred, confifting, for the moſt part, of 
wuch Hear, and-licd: aop ag of much Obſtinacy, and little 
» that, the Miniſters, having en- 
am'd that mulftude with the: zealous Concern of Religion they 
could not be difþos'd, to grant Forces to his moſt Chrifion; Ms- 
1, hoogh hy hou 
- 1 muſt confeſs further, Sr, That I am very much aſtonilh'd,, 
| | | to make a confident jufiification of thoic 
ir having deny'd Forces to the moſt Chrifties 
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have no Deſign to employ them againk . | 
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Wn | Th-Ralglo bf the Dideb . 
vie; granted 4 ats you houkiunderiakptotindicat alt = 
EEO either 'to/love. it? tetall'd;ioÞ tolpirrdbttite. © 

bolog-wiiploy'@®ragticitithecDaveb,] 'Ilecwilk be nottrariminrer] * 
fore, 't6 miakts ft appear toyou;: That this CroBaifh"ofj your, ' 
b:ſides #r9-beitig motranjuli, may alſo be'very! prejudicial; even 
as toxwharrtlates to the" intereſts of Rejigion, » You'cannet for- 
Ras { {elves to be abſolutely nmjuſt;abyoulde 67 
r {clves'rowards-his mold Chriſtiie?. Myjeſty, 

you! would tw ay came diners your: a. "Mu ”” 
your ie TO . f.« 22D 

"For inten \Efic ſhould bnogine that you Hor area by 

the King, of ain,"or the on, by the Duke of Savoy, by 
the Cabolick-Gontons,/ or by 'other: Prince; of the-ſfame Ro 
ligions in yer gay Phat his weſt Ebriftian Mojeſty-wontd: 
#HjK out agatolt by vertue:of: ther Alltanee chore” 'is de 
tweet you aid: org Ex King ſhould;deny- you the! Forces: 
you defired, and Hedge, That wy rey not allift you; ibeing-of 
the Reformed Religion, RS Catholick, Princes, you would come, 
phiin'of it and affirm; That fhe-Moſt.Ghriſtian King does hot 
obſcive the" 'ATt iaviee he has made with: you;i 'Now:then-do you 
not fee, that' the inoſt Cbriſtion' Ring has quſt:cauſe of -complain- 
ing, That'ybu ere unwilling to-ſupply. kim with Forces, againſt 
the Dutch,decauſe they are of the Keformed Religion 7 .Do you - 
not farcher obſerve, That, by your indifcreet Zeal, you @ hom 
ycur {elves of all the Advantages, which you. might expe 
the Alliance there is- between You and the moit Chriftiaz Ki 
CR ng him juft'cauſe' to depy you! affiftance, if you thoul 
to defite it of' him >--If-che Duke of :Savoy! ſhould ontev 
into-a War- againſt you, upon the Pretcnſions: he has [to-the 
Country of Vard, tell me, Whether you would-be ſ0 preſump.. 
- _ as us tothe affiftance Tom the Moſt-Chriftian King >. You: 
& Forees to ſerve his moſt oy yu _— | 
teh þ+ breauſe'they-are of our Reformed. way of 
ligion, though they are not your Allics, By what Right: can 
Qy pretend, That the moſt Chriſtian King ſhould give you | 

es," toſttve you, who 2r2 not of his Religion, againſt a: Ca- I 
thotich, Ptinice,- NE ne his-being in alliance »with 'him, has. | 
 aNo-the horibut/of being nearly related: to! him?! Beſides, you. 


make but an ut xdowldawent, of th:Favoyt wie poll 
briftian 


CAMPERS NEE HS eclgt ef. . w4 BAG fiat 8a 


ee er oe Cn nn Pa Re EE >a EN He oboe 3 i 1 2 


EY ED OE CO 


POPs IF PTA 
y : PI er FS 


[| wha cmnery: ewe ec »elien he! opraly 
Befilywhociwes 


Lyon ok porwiges wor 
= Chu#th =! ſorne pare e> ee Towitorics) nx heperes 
tende the Bhi of that es had 4 right. to-do. The? 


» the Emperoxr, and 
ye his ow by xeafon «of "the 
; + Tx%e moſt Chriftiaxi King ha: 

SOIT Pct be 4d not any-Right to eſiabii@rhar 

Cher, upon your” Territories, "fine 's Makge co Wm, Thatif 

he'did not" «Lb thihgs,' toithe*condicion they' weiewncforld, 

and forbear making ny eneebong) he: w would wm grant: __ 

affiſtance againſt him | : A: 
"7 P {32 £4 


'Yob keto; Sir, Thar: the faid Protate] ACogaotatums 
of the moſt * Chriſtie Keng's Trdignarion,” than relyingon7the 
Succours of the Pope, the Arles the King of Spaimabiio ght 

| it his beſt courſe, to renounce his Pretenſions, and*to-give over 
diſturbing you. If the moſt Chriftian King had done then, what 

| you have done at the preſern,: he would yo been -far 

| from entertaining fo much as a thought of proteQing you;being 
of the Reformed Religion, againſt a Biſhop, eſpecially in a Cauſe, 

whercin the Intereſt of the Cotholick, Religion was concern'd, 


Yott know alſo, That the Emperorer;- and the King of Spoin, 
who have a'particular Alliance with the CatbolickCamons, are 
oblig'd to aſſiſt them, in c aſe they ſhould enter into 'a' Warre 
againſt you, or againſt the other Proteftars Cartons, _ Now 'it is 
manifeſt, That, upon ſuch'occafions, you Tannot hope*for- any 
affiftance, bur from the moſt Chriſtian King. if therefore you 
would not have your Fotces to ſerve his moſt Chriſtian Majefly, - 
spainft the Dutch, who are not your A llies, meerly uponithe 
Tcore of their profeſling the Tame Religion, as you do; Ido not 
*| * fee, how you can defire the moſt Chriſtian: King, to:/grant you 
Forces. to ſerve you, who are of the Reformed Religion; /apaiaſt 
the Catbolick, Cantons, who are of his Allies, as wellas Yous - 


% 


42 4 


þ « 


You know fuxther, That the City of Genevs' is der a 
proteQtion of France, ever ſince the time of Hey tw Thizd,who 
granted it thereto againſi A PR Duke of " 


"ao wes "_ | _ — 
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AN the Suceroes of chat K {hae ne gs poaties : 
to the ſame City, IO \ ancient., Duke, . 
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| ' You ſee then, bythis proceduze of Men FR T]y aa 5 
nod the K ate Religions gry. = , they. EG 
ry: Or, et no ? og 
their Prot Aion TED or ey 
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at « : 
Te ... 
rent ml his own, ery a Prince, who is proeling the Reli= 
me yone him-.If-chis Maxim comes-once.to be-cftabliſh'd, fo oo: 
—_— well fear, that the moCheyhine Abgraring bu Fres Je 

your iſſuminations, lowing ' your cxample, 
may whbdraw his Protection from Genevs , that fo he may. 
avoid the Reproach, which may be made to him, of having - 
faccour'd a City of. the I CEPAAINCIES: | 
his own Religion. "a4 "ih 


Ecom this you mays alfo _- this-furcher: meaſure, That the 
implicite affcQion which you have for the Dwtch, does - ; 
you, as alfo the Proteflant-Contong, and your, Allies, t to an evi 
danger, of not receiving any moxe affiſtance-from his moſt Chrl, | 
flians Majeſty, againſt a Catholick, Prince, or State. If it ſhould, 
ever happen, that you were concern'd in ſuch a War, the plau- 
Hble:pretence of Zeal for Religion, would prove very prejudicial. 
fo you, roy 5 you of the, Aﬀifiance of the. moſt Chriſtian. 
King, _ _ is the greateſt, or, to ſay better, the only. 
Support and efuge that you can have, Your kajultice there- 
forc,and your logical. ſo much the greater, in as much as. 
you canact.deny, bur-that ' Fraxce has many times openly.given 
is.ProteQtion to the Proteftams, in oppoſition to the Catbolicks. 


You know, That, for a long time, it aſfificd the Darch,again(t, 
i was any anc 
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__ 1 Eewknow alſo, That Fravargave an Overe PeoteQion fo the 
| Proteftont-Princer'of Gerawexy, againſt 1he-Experaxr, who had al- 
- #eady deveſted ſeveral of them ES Donn, Bf would, 
-; under- <a” ape of Religion, become Maſter of all Germany, 

. The late: King, Lewis XII: made an Alliance with the King of- 

Swed n; againſt the Houſe of Auſtria, and got that Prince to 

come out of the remoter Parts ofithe: Norgb, to oppc fe the Ames 
bidous Dcfigas of that Houle, to raiſe up the oppreſſed Princes, 


4 *@nnd co defend the Liberty of the Empires 


Afﬀer the Death of G»ſtavxs1 Adolphus, France did again- joyn 
its. Arms, with thoſe of his Succcſſors, and the Generals of that 
Great King, in a continuance of its ProteQion to the Proteftants, 
2nd for the re:cftabliſhing of thoſe Princ.s in their Territories, 
who had been diſpofſcſs'd'of them, - But, on the contrary, the 
Houſe of Axftris had the greatcR part of its Allianc $ with the 
Gatholicks, againft.the Proteft.nts; 'Twas upon this, that the 
Adhceents cf the Experenr,and the King of Spain, took occalion 
to publiſh, Libels. againſt: the moſt Chriftian King, whom | 
accus'd of being a Protector of Hereticky, and fighting for them, 
againſt the Intcrcſis of the Carbolick Religion. And yet all taoſe 
Accuſations which were put up againſt Frexce, upon that ſcore, 
obfirucged.not its perſiſting in the Ripuletions, it had made to its 
Allies, and continuing . its Protetion to the Preteftants, againit - 
the Violenee of:the Exeperoxr, who endcavour'd to opprefs them. 
* Nay, the bing et France is in a manner the orily Catbolick Prince, 

who allows the Proteflonts the Exerciſe of their Religion in-his 
Dominions; whereas the King of Spain would never Tolerate, 
in his, the Exerciſe of any other-Religion than the Eatbolich,, And/ 
' the Emperowy-has- ſorc'd all the Proteflants out of his Hereditary: 
. Countries, And, both the Emperozy, and the:'King: of Spain, 
think it highly meritorious, in the light o&-God, to be the irre-. 
concileable-Enemies, . and implacable Perſecutors of thoſe. whom 
they call Hereticks, : ; "OF 


la the mean, Reverend Sir, it appears by your- deportrrent, . 
That, |: t the Preteftants be never fo tranſcendently. oblte'd to his: 
moſt Chriftien Majefty, they ſhould fo little mind-it, as that 
anly- reſentment they have, ſhould have no other objeQ, _ 
2 IM the. 
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the Calarftitica,* which the-Dagch-enduterBh dis: War; wherein 
he idoow:eagrg'd3gainft them... YourGompitlieniviſb-geear' fGr 
their-Milery, that yow'think you have wdiſpenſhtiony"to 

alt the Kinaneſſes; which the moſt Chriftie® King hach done ito 
thoſe of the Reformed Religion, and not ſo much as'to' refle&'m 
thoſe. he may; yet do.you, in giving you afliftance againſt -your 
Enemics, :! In;a word; your Bowels do ſo ycarn'for thoſe 'p»6r 
Brechran of yours, the Patch, that, provided-their: preſervation 


of you, and. ll thoſe of the Reformed Religion. You are fo blind- 
ly infatuated, upon this ſubje&,- that, provided you demotſtrate 
-your good Inclinations fox-the: Dutch, you ſeems to: be indifferent, 
' that you are:thought/a bad 'Hrgnence, and moſt wretched 'Polz- 
gician} - The::Pmtcb, cortaibly , are the beſt- Politicians: in 'the 
World, forthings relating to Religion, which they never':\made 
.any other Uſe of. then that of accommodating it to the Intereſts 
of State, Nay they have alwaiecs bcen ſo little - concern'd, +at 
the danger of thaſe-who profeſsd the fame Reformed: Religion, 
thavtheyimade no ſcruple at all, of entring into a War for theit 
deſtrugiongpen:the pure feore-of Money. | 4 45 $2038 


Of which take-this inſiance. I think yon-nced not be-in- 
form'd,:Revorend Sir, how that the Dutch ſent a certain number 
of Ships, to the moſt; Chriſtian King, for the reinforcing bf his 
Fleet, by -which- Rocheli was then -block'd up. That was, indeed; 


a War, -upon'the pure ſcore of Religion, in which the moſt Chri- 


ftian: King was engig'd againft'his SubjeQs, to get out of their 
hands the fortify'd. places, which they were pofſefſ'd of, and 
would keep, to ſecure the obſervance of the Edits, and theEx- 
erciſe of their Religion. All the whole party of the Reformed: 
Religion, im France, were afraid, That as ſoon as the King ſhould 
have taken. Rocbell,: he wonld abrogate the Edit of Nantes, and 
abſoluccly-: take away the Exerciſe; of the. Calvinifticall Religions 
All the other Reformed Princes, and States had the ſameappre- 
henſfion, inſomuch, that publick prayers were made in all parts 
for the preſervation of Rochell, as a City', on which depended 
the Gi of alt thoſe 'of the Reformed Religion, in France, They 
the fameithoughts? in the United Provinces, and prayers 
 weremadeto God, in allChuxches, thathe wouldbe graciouſly 
pleas'd, 
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be ſecur'd,you do not much: concern: your {clf,what may-becoun 
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nn Ny Fay of contr bytheg roche; R wine of L «ie 
People, who make. of. the lame Religion; and that at. 
the-vyery time, "when, for = compleating, -of the Impicty, it 
order'd Praycxs to: be. made to | Gad, in: 4he Churches, tor their 
Preſervation? 'This\puts,me.in- mind. of the Empazour,” Charles 
the Fifth,who caus*d. publick Preys. $0 he ,alkpver Spain; 
for the /Liberty-of. Pope Clament the. Seepad, ; whom!.be. Wee 
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necount. of theaffair of Amboyna, I mean Aitzeme; in 


tituled The. Lyon Combatant, Pag: 244» (ets: down. at large this ; 
Hikory,. of the deſign which the D#tcb'had, to- ſurprize Randells 
Take heve in expreſs terms ' what he Caies of it. 


On the fourth: of Fol, in the Year 36a 5+ hn  Adwiralt 
of Holland, appeared before Rechell, . with nineteen men.of War 
The Inhabitants of Rocbel] writ to bim, as did alſo-the Eount De- 
la Val, - tolet him know, what aſtoniſhment they. ware/in, to fee 
him in the poſture of an eacmy, as being; not able {ance _ 
gither the . Starter, -or the Prixce of Qrgnge, would, have entred 
.  wanagaing the \Refornied Religiea,  Howtyn mas 7 whohad 
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they were nof to gate hartn. wry 
| left him, in order © to'their going 
- with part of his * Fleet, very near the NS 

to two met of Rochell, cam he had kepe hare him That 
he did not deal fairly. Monſieur de Senbize, having 
that he was advanced with a -good number vf Ships, made: him 
and off; and one ort wo days after, he abſolutely defeated him, 
bimne his Vice- Admiral, and four or five Ships,” and kild him 
five hundred:men3 ſo that the whole Fleee, being hehe Gl 
.got away 'as.far-as Newer. And this was the 

-which that perfidious man had, who, under pretence of ndtipy 
would have-ſurpriz'd the City, and ſo. berray'd it tothe Kings 


| Aﬀer Hewtyn had refitred his Fleet, he Joyns that ef themes *| 
Chriftion commanded by Monſicur de Montmoreney, who I 
would fight that of the Roebellers, affoon aghe came in ſighe of it, | 
But news was brought him, That the Dutch Afmiedl would” not 
be concern'd in the ation; for this reaſon, no doubt, that he was 
afraid to be bcaten once more, Monemorency prefles him, and 
conjures him, -not to deſert him in ſo important an-occaſion. He 
alledges for his Excuſe, as we find in'Gromentd, Go. Golt, al. pate 
. G35, and = That without an 
AG cr ry AE re ere fees 
Metar dicnl, &; Mnmeees being” exwenaly moakled, 
. cxtreamly t 
the Ditch _ Aer ably to. nh defeat hini of the 


to 
his Maſters. 
that 


key ares ſurrender'd lo the King x thee 

e inconveniences, by fappine, uring " 

the Dutch had ſent-in Hs $ hang Mor vn lin, 

| byvertue of any Treaties of oo which, ns ; 5 yo 
him, there would not have been any thing quarrel at 
ap, Jelamons ching that, they ha 


gli 
77 3 450 3 pps power'd to fight againſt thole * 
yon Religion, ar ng an eſs command from the 
es neverthdeſs be lur' in, by money, to do a 
thing, which they knew to be contrary to their duty, and might 
have contributed 'to the ruine of all thoſe who profels'd the Re- 
* formed Religion in France, if the moſt Chriftion King had had any 
| Much delign, es ſome imputed to him ? And bobs pocy 
| -judgecdt the Friendſhip which the Dutch have for thoſe of the Re- 
| formed Re ion, ſince they make no ſcruple,to hirc out themſelves, 
| andrrhcix's to'be affiſtant in their extermination, 


If you can, without paſſion, examine all I have written to youg 
concerning the Dxrch, 1am confident, you will not perſiſt any 
longer, in the .good opinion you have hitherto had of them. But 
I think you wil hardly ,be ,ingyc'd; wo-loſe it, becauſe you are 
extremely propoſſeſ*d inthgir favour. Mean time, fince I looks 
yo you, asa very juſt and rational Perſon, I hope you will-not 

k it much, to aquaint me with the Reaſons, which you may have 
had, for your not being mov'd with thoſe which you have recicy'd 
from hich Shew me, that there is not any ground in-all thole, 
by w , That the-Onited Provinces” 
2, uot Reformed Religion, according to the Calvin way 
4 Reformation Make. it appear to me, that you have done well, 

vouring to make an inſurre&ion in your Canton, oy eons 
> WR which art 4 fo is mol Chin My, | 
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